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From the Presbyter's Desk

My beloveds in Christ,
Greetings to you in the name of the Lord of Harvest!
It gives me great pleasure to wish you Happy Thanksgiving
Harvest Festival. As we celebrate our annual Thanksgiving
Harvest Festival, let us praise God, for He is good; His love
endures forever. (Psalm 106:1). This year, the theme of our
Harvest Festival is Geshem interpreted as ‘Rain from Heaven’.
Rain is the cosmic generosity of God to humankind, as we read in
the gospel of St. Matthew 5:45. God provides sunlight and rain,
the basis of food and life to all, without any conditions. The earth
is filled with God’s radiant presence, and the character of God is
revealed to us as compassionate generosity. We are being invited
to carry forward God’s rule of life-giving, generous to this selfish
and greedy world.
The rain also reminds us of the outpouring of the Holy Spirit
which is symbolic in uniting people of all kinds to carry on the
mission of God, and stay courageous to overcome the dominant
evil structures and its agenda to disrupt the peace of the world.
The outpouring of God’s Spirit is to combat the evil of this world,
which tries to ruin the calmness of the innocent, and to
strengthen the unity of God’s people to be the instruments of
hope.
We have an awesome and great God who fills us with His radiant
presence and guides us through His Spirit. This Harvest
Thanksgiving is an occasion to think of the many blessings that
God has bestowed on us, of our dependence on Him for
everything, and of the harvest of land and sea. This is also an
occasion to think of our Christian responsibility to use these
things in such a way that all people will share in God’s bounty.
Let us, therefore, celebrate this Harvest Festival remembering
God’s goodness and expressing our gratitude to Him by making
others happy.
Yours in His service
Rev. Dr. Vincent Vinod Kumar
P.S. Thanksgiving envelopes are available in the Cathedral and Office.
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ABUNDANT RAIN

EDITORIAL

SANTOSH BAYNES

ABUNDANT RAIN
SANTOSH BAYNES

Abundance: so definite! At a
time of uncertainty, where
we are required to moderate
our conversations, focus on
tact and diplomacy, we have
God's abundance, and our
Harvest to remind ourselves
to be grateful for all
providence.
So many contributors asked
us when they could submit
articles much before we
kicked-off efforts to this
edition.
So
many
more
continued to pour in with
submissions
through
and
after.
I want to thank all our
contributors for their sincere
effort in researching the topic,
and bringing out so many
unique points of view. I'd also
like to acknowledge all our
veteran authors who continue
to provide useful insights in
every edition. Having read the
submissions as they go into
each page, has been quite
meaningful.
This edition is bigger than our
last one, and we are happy for
it. We have an abundance of

articles from a wide spectrum
of authors, both clergy and
congregation. It is so nice to
have
articles
from
the
Women's
Fellowship,
and
hope they continue their
contribution in future editions
Our sub-committees have
always been active, and if you
havent been a part of any,
please read their reports and
go through the gallery to see
what you've missed out on.
Hopefully our magazine can
tempt you to be a bigger part
of our church.
We've got a whole lot of
puzzles, riddles, stories, jokes,
and a whole lot of activities for
the young ones, and fun
recipes.
Our feature of the history of
the Cathedral, focuses on the
Stained glass, and we are
happy with the detailed
article contributed by our very
own Uncle David Pichamuthu.
We hope you enjoy reading
and re-reading this book as
much as we did bringing it
out.
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REV DR THOMAS NINAN

RAIN, RAIN, GO AWAY
REV DR THOMAS NINAN

the grass or wheat from
heaven
along
with
it!
Someone should have planted
the seeds here on earth before
the rains. The rain of God’s
favour is falling on the earth
for blessings for His people.
Rain is the cause for water,
and water is the cause for rain.
So, water is an element in the
chain of creation, i.e. a flowing
future. Water is a basis need
for life, and it is from among
the gifts of God. Water is also a
magical and inspiring element
of all cultures. It is that which
unites and creates solidarity,
as a shared resource. Water
divides
and
impoverishes
when it is disputed. Water is
the best investment the world
can make to improve health,
empower
women,
enable
access to education, increase
family income, and change
lives.
Water is liturgical. Islam
considers water as a gift of

Rainfall was so important for
agrarian
civilisation.The
Hebrew word ‘Gesham’ refers
to ‘Rain from heaven’. Deut.
11:13-15 tells the Jewish
people that if they listen and
follow
God’s
commandments, He will give
rain (Matar), rains of blessing.
For He causeth the wind to
blow, and the rain to
descend. The early rain and
the latter rain, that you may
gather in your grain, your
new wine, and your oil. For
the favour of the Lord is like
rain.
Job, in his suffering (Job 10:12)
says, “You have granted me life
and favour, and your care has
preserved my spirit. The word
‘favour’ means to be provided
with advantages.
The prosperity of the land is
with
‘responsible
participation’ with God. We
are co-partners with Christ.
The rain does not bring down
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God. A sign of pureness and
does not forsake His own. So,
knowledge. Taoism compares
water is used at Baptism. He
it with the ideal behavior.
says that He will open rivers in
Water is a synonym for
high places, and fountains in
achieving ‘spiritual perfection’.
the midst of valleys. God says: I
Water is an under appreciated
will make the wilderness a
gift of the Creator. It is the best
pool of water, and dry land
fluid to sip all day. We cannot
springs of water (Isaiah 41:17survive more than a week
18).
without drinking water.
Christ spoke of “living water” in
Water
is
the
John 4:14.
fingerprint of the
‘Water of Life’ is a
Creator, and we
metaphor
that
Water is the
need to give Him
speaks of the Holy
glory. Water is
Spirit’s work in
fingerprint of the
perfectly
the life of the
Creator
designed for all
Believer,
the functions of
providing spiritual
life. The Bible
cleansing,
and
also says water
constant
was one of God’s
refreshment.
first creations. He created the
Rain, Rain, Come Again, and
heavens and the waters. In
refresh Your people, as we
Psalm 23, God is a Good
celebrate the Harvest of
Shepherd, who leads us
Thanksgiving.
beside still waters. Peace and
life, God only can give to His
people.
In all circumstances, water is
used as an intervention, to
indicate God’s nature. God
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I WILL GIVE YOU YOUR RAINS
REV DR MOSES JAYAKUMAR

rain. We could only pray to the
rain gods for the rain
blessings’. Truly, when the rain
failed, people resort to many
kinds of rituals. Sometimes,
the leaders also perform some
rituals at very strategic points.
In the year 2019, when it was
predicted that there will be
very less pre-monsoon rains, a
special ritual was performed
in Udupi, Karnataka. The ritual
was nothing but the marrying
of two frogs (as reported in
DH). There are a number of
bizarre rituals practised across
the country to appease the
rain deities.
The Bible teaches us that our
God is the One who causes
rain. In Zech 10:1 it is recorded
– Ask the Lord for rain … He
gives showers of rain to all
people. As we celebrate the
Harvest Thanksgiving with
Gesham as the theme, I want
to briefly meditate on God’s

During the first week of
September,
the
city
of
Bangalore received heavy
rainfall, and many parts of
the city were flooded. In the
media, it was reported that
Karnataka,
especially
Bangalore, has not received
such unprecedented, heavy
rain for the last 90 years.
When there was a huge outcry
from the public about the bad
maintenance of storm water
drains
and
lakes,
the
government took the defense
of blaming the previous
government. This blame game
happens when there is heavy
rainfall. In case there is less
rain, and if the state is
suffering without water due to
failure of the monsoons, the
blame will not be against
another government, but the
blame will be on the rain itself.
The leaders would say, ‘Nature
has let us down, there is no
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promise of rain to the people
of Israel, as recorded in the
book of Leviticus 26:4.
We do not show keen interest
to read this book in the way
we read other books because
this book contains a lot of
regulations concerning rituals.
Though there are instructions
regarding different forms of
rituals, it should be noted that
these
rituals
were
commanded by God and
through these rituals, the
people of Israel had to bear
witness
to
the
special
relationship with their God.
They had to demonstrate their
faith in the One God who had
the covenant relationship with
them and the One who had
liberated them from bondage
in Egypt. In following the
regulations, the people had to
prove that they had been
chosen by God, and that they
have to keep themselves as
holy people.
Chapter 26 is about the final
instruction to the people to

REV DR MOSES JAYAKUMAR

follow the laws, and to keep
the commandments. If they
obey the commandments,
they reap the blessings, and if
they do not obey the
commandments, they reap
curses. The first two verses are
direct statements that come
as
a
regulation
or
commandment to follow. The
first concerns worshipping the
One God and the rejection of
idol worship, and the second
is about the importance of
observing the Sabbath. The
section on blessings and
curses begins with a two letter
word, ‘IF’. Though a tiny word,
it is a very powerful word. All
the blessings depend on this
small word which is a
condition, a condition of
obedience. God will bless the
people with rich benefits on
one condition – If you obey – if
you walk, and if you keep.
Both refer to the attitude of
obedience. To walk in God’s
laws or statutes is to be the
doers of the word, and not
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merely hearers of the word.
The word ‘keep’ means ‘to
guard’, ‘to preserve’ or ‘to
watch carefully’. This is the
word used when God spoke to
Adam - God put him in the
garden of Eden to work it and
keep it. Some translations use
the word ‘to guard’ or ‘to take
care’ instead of to ‘keep’. It is
important to understand this
responsibility on the part of
the people, the responsibility
to obey the Word of God.
The first blessing is about rain,
which is recorded in verse 4. It
is the blessing related to
agriculture.
This
becomes
meaningful to the people
because they were to occupy
the Promised Land, and once
they settle in the land that
God gave them, they have to
start cultivating the land. The
benefits of their labour are
fully dependent on the rain.
So, the first promise or
blessing is about rain. The
word that appears in this verse
is in plural – rains. Some

REV DR MOSES JAYAKUMAR

translations have the singular
‘rain’. But the correct Hebrew
word is plural – ‘rains’. The
people expected rain twice a
year, once during autumn, and
the other during the spring
season. Palestine was greatly
dependent on the rain for
cultivation. The rainy season
during
October–November
will be required to moisten
the newly planted fields. The
rain
during
spring–
March/April will be required to
complete the ripening process
before harvest. The early rain
in October/November would
create excellent soil condition
to help the growth of the
crops.
In this context, the promise of
blessing in the form of rain
becomes so important to the
people. They need not be
anxious about the yield from
the land. They need not be
anxious about the benefits of
their hard labour. God will
send the blessing of rain at the
appropriate time. The true
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God, who at the appropriate
time heard their cry and
liberated them from slavery
will, at the appropriate time,
send rains to enable them to
reap the benefit of the harvest.
The condition for this blessing
is simple – it is obedience – it is
obedience to the laws and the
commandments of God.
The first and the foremost
commandment that God gave
to the people was to believe in
Him, and not to create any
idols as equivalent to God. In
the beginning, when God
created the heavens and the
earth, and also human beings,
He gave the instruction to
human beings to take of all
that God had created. Human
greed in place of obedience to
the commandment, resulted
in sin. The same human greed
continues today in the form of
the abuse of Nature. If the
government is talking about
missing lakes in the city of
Bangalore, it is the result of
the greedy action on the part

REV DR MOSES JAYAKUMAR

of the powerful to abuse
Nature.
Because
of
the
powerful influence the rich
and powerful could wield in
the governance, the ordinary
labourers, the farmers, do not
get the benefit of their sweat
and
blood.
It
is
pure
exploitation
of
labour,
exploitation of the poor. This is
a sign of not obeying the
commandments
of
God.
Today, when we come before
God, let us be conscious of our
attitude to Nature and our
attitude of obedience to the
Word of God. The joy of the
celebration will be complete
when our offering to God is
out of our obedience to His
commandments.

When I shut up the heavens so that there is
no rain, or command the locust to devour the
land, or send pestilence among my people.
2 Chronicles 7:13
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GESHEM: THE SIGN OF GOD'S
PROVIDENCE
REV SOLOMON DEVAKUMAR

Therefore,
rain
implies
attaining a new level of
realisation in the individuals’
lives, communities, nation,
and church at large.
The nature of rain is that it
falls from the heavens or sky,
without any intervention from
humans. Nobody can create,
control, or gain ownership
over it. In a metaphorical
sense,
it
displays
the
sovereignty and manifestation
of God. God's desire was to
empower, renew, and restore
His creation, in order for it to
bear fruit, or goodness, in this
world. God showers bountiful
grace and bestows mercy on
every person without any
restrictions (Matt. 5:45), so that
all
may
have
life
in
abundance.
God provides resources on the
earth for the common good of
people, but most of the time,

The word GESHEM is a
Biblical or Talmudic Hebrew
word translated as "rain,
shower, or outpour." We
reflect on this word as rain
from heaven, as this word is
also incorporated with the
Hebrew word shamayim
which means ‘heaven’ or
‘sky’. Rain becomes tangible
from the sky, which contains
or covers itself with water. It
is the source of survival for
every creation. Hence, it is a
blessing from above.
Greetings to all in the
powerful name of our Lord
and Redeemer, Jesus Christ.
In the First Testament (Old
Testament),
prophets
frequently
discussed
the
devastating impact of rain and
its absence during droughts in
relation to God's obedience,
whereas rain symbolises new
life or renewal in literature.
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humans are so greedy that
plunder of nature where the
they want to grab it even
lakes and ponds have been
before somebody who has
converted into commercial
laboured to get them. As we
plots. The world of capitalism
look into the manna economy,
is motivating selfish desires
which is based on the event in
among people by extending
the Book of Exodus, chapter
their limits to forget nature
16, God envisions and sets a
and to build huge structures
new model of economy by
for profits. We, people of God,
commanding them to gather
should ponder these kinds of
the
food
activities and try
according to the
to be in solidarity
requirements of
with Nature. Every
their
family.
creature on earth
Rain
symbolises
new
Anything
is interdependent,
gathered
in
and that is how
life or renewal
excess or beyond
we were intended
their
to live together. It
requirements
is
our
was left to rot.
responsibility to
The Bible's God
care for all those
always expects people to
created by God, and to protect
share resources and eliminate
them for the glory of God.
corruption for the benefit of
As we celebrate this annual
the vulnerable, and He strives
Thanksgiving of our church, let
for a new way of being in the
us thank God for all that God
world. In today’s context, this
has provided to us on this
year’s monsoon poured out
earth to have a blessed life by
heavily and devastated the
not trying to exploit the labour
city with floods. We must now
of
others,
but
always
pay for our greediness and
participating in the mission of
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God in liberating people from
the bondages of oppressive
systems,
reclaiming
their
identities,
dignifying
the
marginalised, and helping
people to enjoy the labour of
their hands. We are called to
collaborate with God to
refresh and cleanse the
corrupted world in order for it
to become fruitful, allowing all
to experience the newness of
life by restoring every creature
that has been destroyed,
leading to the happiness of life
in fullness, and reflecting
God's love through our words
and deeds.

SUSHANA PRAMANIK

A SYMBOL OF
GOD’S BLESSINGS
SUSHANA PRAMANIK

The literal meaning of the
Hebrew term “Geshem” is
“rain.” According to the
Jewish tradition, Geshem is
the name of a prayer for rain
found in the book of Mishnah.
The Jews recite this prayer
during the Jewish holiday of
Shemini Atzeret which is the
last
holiday
before
the
beginning
of
this
rainy
season. During their prayer
time, the Jews thank God
saying, “He causes the wind
to blow, and the rain to
descend,” so that, there will
be sustenance of natural
resources. Thus, “rain” is a
symbol of God’s blessings.
In the Old Testament, there
are many passages that talk
about rain from the heaven.
One of the passages in the
book of Joel says, “Be glad, O
children of Zion, and rejoice in
the Lord your God, for he has

May he be like rain that falls on the
mown grass, like showers that water
the earth!
Psalms 72:6
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given the early rain for your
sees a sign of the coming day
vindication; he has poured
of the Lord, a time when the
down for you abundant rain,
Lord will punish those who
the early and the latter rain, as
oppose his righteous will. At
before” (Joel 2:23). The early
this time, the prophet conveys
rain in Palestine marks the
the Lord’s call to the people of
beginning of the rainy season.
Judah to repent, and his
Most of the rain falls from
promise of restoration and
early December through early
blessing for his people. Here,
March. Only in the winter is
symbolically, the meaning for
the rain ever
“rain” is Lord’s
abundant.
The
blessings
and
rain that falls in
promises that are
Thus,
“rain”
very
often
April and May is
just right amount.
symbolically conveys
called the latter
Since the people
rain; it brings the
of
Judah
“blessings” towards the
rainy season to
repented,
and
repentant
community.
an
end.
This
returned to the
information
is
Lord again. In
useful
for
verse 23, the verb
understanding
“poured down”
the
background
of
the
refers
to
the
idea
of
expressions in these lines. The
abundance. Moreover, the
author uses “autumn rain,”
promises that the Lord is
“winter rain,” “and spring rain”
going to fulfil through his
to clarify for its audience the
Spirit will be to justify the
times of these rains. Joel, the
people before other nations.
prophet describes a terrible
During this time, Judah was
attack of locusts and a
under the rule of the Persian
devastating
drought
in
Empire. Thus, “rain” very often
Palestine. In these events he
symbolically conveys the
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GESHEM

meaning
as
“blessings”
towards
the
repentant
community.
In the New Testament, the
explanations regarding “rain”
are plenty. Nevertheless, the
readers have to understand its
meanings according to the
context. One of the passages
in the Gospel of Matthew says,
“He sends rain on the just and
on the unjust” (Matthew 5:45).
The Gospel writer carefully
presents Jesus as the great
Teacher,
who
has
the
authority to pour out blessings
to
all
people
without
discrimination between the
good and the bad. In the same
way, as the followers of Jesus,
the task is to show love even
to our enemies being the
channel of God’s blessings.

SHANTHI PREMKUMAR

‘Geshem’ is a Hebrew word
which is a prayer for Rain.
Jews made this prayer so that
their crops would not dry out
without rain and water.
Jews considered God as their
provider, and for everything
that they need to survive they
looked upon God. Whatever
was provided, they would give
thanks to God. One such
festival is the Feast of Harvest,
where they would give the
first fruit or crop to God as the
offering
(Exodus
23:16).
‘Gesham‘
was
made
throughout the cultivation, so
that there would not be
famine.
Though Jews believed God is
their provider, they did not
always expect a miracle, but
just a natural process. Rain is a
natural process to water the
field and increase the ground
water level. They do not only
pray for rain, but they also
work towards the process to

Answer's to the puzzle on page : 75
1. Friends
2. Master
3. Love
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5. Obey
6. Life
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receive rain.
In today’s context, we need
everything quickly, even our
food. We have developed so
many technologies to get the
crops quickly, and scientists
are also in the process of
developing new technologies
to get harvest even more
quickly. Development is good,
technology is good, and
getting adequate amount
quickly is also good, but it
should not be at the cost of
other
lives,
or
future
generations.
Everyone
knows
the
importance of rain water now,
and Christians know how God
has
designed
everything
beautifully
so
that
our
environment and ecosystem
exist on their own. He placed
men and women at the centre
of creation to take care of it.
(Gen 2:15). We have to be
critical of development and
technology, as it is not helpful
for future generations. The
Earth is facing global warming

SHANTHI PREMKUMAR

to its maximum in the past
few
decades.
Let
us
understand the importance of
rain. It is the duty of humans
to protect the Earth.

A little boy was waiting for his
mother
to
come
out
of
Morrisons Store.
As he waited, he was approached
by a man who asked, 'Son, can
you tell me where the Post
Office is?'
The little boy replied, 'Sure! Just
go straight down this street and
at the end turn to your right.'
The man thanked the boy kindly
and said, 'Im the new minister in
town. I'd like for you to come to
church on Sunday. I'll show you
how to get to Heaven.'
The little boy replied with a
chuckle. 'Aww, come one.. You
don't even know the way to the
Post Office.'
CONTRIBUTED BY DAVID PICHAMUTHU
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GESHEM AND HARVEST
FESTIVAL
DR ABRAHAM EBENEZER

Geshem, the Hebrew word
for rain from above is
captured for our edification
in the 19th century song
writer
Daniel
Webster
Whittle’s hymn, “There Shall
Be Showers Of Blessings.”
The hymn reminds us that
Geshem is a season of
refreshing, and sent from
above. The Bible is replete
with verses drawing the
analogy of rain to God’s
blessings being showered
liberally on His creation. God’s
outpouring is without any
partiality, or limits. “And I will
give the rain at the right time,
and I will make the showers
come down at the right time,
and there shall be showers of
blessing.” Ezekiel 34:26.
This promise is emphasised in
Isaiah 44: 3-4 which reads:
“For I will pour water on the
thirsty land and streams on
the dry ground; I will pour out
my spirit on your offspring,

and my blessing on your
descendants.”
God’s promise in Isaiah is for
us, too. He wants to rain down
His blessings on us. His
inclination for us is to be
refreshed and fruitful - as lush
as meadow grass growing “by
flowing streams.”
The picture of rain as a
spiritual blessing seems most
appropriate. Moses directed
his people to look upwards to
God, who giveth us rain from
heaven and a fruitful season.
SHOWERED WITH BLESSINGS
Just as rain brings needed
nutrients, God’s blessings give
us what we need to thrive. His
desire for us is to be
constantly refreshed, growing,
fruitful and healthy. His
blessings are the fulfilment of
all His promises.
He showers us with His grace,
mercy,
compassion,
and
forgiveness in every season of
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our life. In return, all He asks
its congregational members
for these abundant fruits is for
for the welfare of their
us to love Him, and serve Him.
worshiping
sanctuary.
It
The land was granted to the
adopts different methods and
Israelites, but it required
channels to reach the set
obedience
to
enjoy
the
goals.
overflow of milk and honey. In
At St Mark’s Cathedral, the
this season of our lives,
seat of the bishopric, there has
Geshem
teaches
us
to
been a strong tradition of
faithfully obey His commands
celebrating the Thanksgiving
to
reap
the
Service in the
harvest.
form of Harvest
It
is
very
Festival.
no
one
will
become
meaningful and
During
this
most
Harvest
Festival
poorer by
appropriate that
which
is
generously
giving
to
St
Mark’s
organised
every
God
Cathedral, in an
year in the month
attitude
of
of October, funds
gratitude,
has
are
raised
for
organised a
various worthy
Harvest Festival on the 8th
causes.
and 9th of October 2022.
Congregation
members
actively
participate
and
A
SACRIFICE
OF
celebrate the Harvest Festival
THANKSGIVING
with a Thanksgiving Service.
“He who offers a sacrifice of
The members of the Church
thanksgiving honours me”
are aware that no one will
Psalm 50:23.
become poorer by generously
A progressive looking church
giving to God.
is one that is reaching out into
I strongly feel, any celebration
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is God’s gift.
The Harvest Festival is not a
new phenomenon. In the Old
Testament, the Feast of
Pentecost is called the “the
feast of Harvest, the first
fruits of your labours which
you have sown in the fields.”
Exodus 23:16.
In the recent past, the
tradition
of
celebrating
Harvest Festival in churches as
we know it today, began in
1843,
when
Rev.
Robert
Hawker invited parishioners to
a special Thanksgiving Service
for the harvest, at his Anglican
Parish
Church,
at
Morwenstow, in Cornwall.
Victorian hymns such as “We
Plough
The
Fields
And
Scatter” and “All Things
Bright And Beautiful” helped
popularise his idea of a
Harvest Festival, and spread
the
annual
custom
of
decorating churches with
home grown produce for the
Harvest Festival service.
In modern times, Harvest

DR ABRAHAM EBENEZER

Festival is celebrated in all
churches by singing, praying
and decorating the churches
with
baskets
of
fruits,
vegetables and food.
Harvest
Festival
reminds
Christians of all the good
things God gives them.
The symbolic meaning of
harvest
in
scripture
encompasses two main areas:
God’s provision for us and
God’s blessings for others.
It also gives us an opportunity
to do three significant things:
Be Faithful
Be Thankful and
Be Generous
GOD BLESS US ALL
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DRINKING RAIN FROM HEAVEN
SHEILA SWARTZ

The water available from the
Nile each year was 30,000
times more plentiful than the
yearly rainful to Israel – an
enormous difference indeed! It
is, therefore, interesting that
God saw the water of Israel as
superior to that of Egypt.

The land you are crossing the
Jordan to take possession of
is a land of mountains and
valleys that drinks rain from
heaven. It is a land the LORD
your God cares for; the eyes
of the LORD your God are
continually on it from the
beginning of the year to its
end. (Deuteronomy 11:11-12)

In Deuteronomy 11:10–12 it says,
The land you are entering to
take over is not like the land of
Egypt, from which you have
come, where you planted your
seed and irrigated it by foot as
in a vegetable garden. But the
land you are crossing the
Jordan to take possession of is
a land of mountains and
valleys, that drinks rain from
heaven. It is a land the LORD
your God cares for; the eyes of
the LORD your God are
continually on it from the
beginning of the year to its
end.
The difference between Egypt

In Israel, almost 6 months go
by each year without any rain,
between May and October. In
all of the Middle East, water is
precious, like oil is nowadays.
In ancient times, countries
that had water in abundance
became superpowers, and the
countries with little, barely
survived.
Egypt
received
almost no rain at all, but had
abundant water from the
flooding of the Nile. That was
why when regional famines
came, people went there to
purchase food like Abraham,
and later, Joseph’s family.
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and Canaan was that in Egypt,
the crops were irrigated by the
labor of hand-watering, while
in Canaan, the land was
entirely watered by rain,
‘geshem’ in Hebrew. In the
ancient Middle East, that had
profound
spiritual
implications, because rain was
understood to be a gift
straight from God, whereas
water drawn by hand was
seen to be human selfreliance, without regard to
God. Egypt and Canaan,
therefore, were a contrast of
security of human effort,
compared to dependence on
God.
This was a spiritual lesson for
the Israelites when they left
the land of Egypt for the
promised land of Canaan that when God chose a land
for His people, He didn’t
choose a place where they
could have security because of
their own efforts, He chose a
land where they would be far

SHEILA SWARTZ

more dependent on Him, and
would need His presence
watching over them to send
them the living water of rain,
‘geshem’.
Many of us have seen God do
the same thing in our own
lives, when we step out to
follow Him and He takes us
from security in our own
efforts and brings us to a point
of dependence on Him, which
doesn’t
always
include
prosperity as the world sees it.
God often desires dependence
for His people rather than
abundance, contrary to what
“prosperity gospel” teachers
may tell us. While we may not
have the material wealth as if
we lived in “Egypt,” we know
that God’s eyes are on us from
the beginning of the year to
the end.

Source: En-Gedi Resource Centre
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SEASONS REFRESHING AND
PRECIOUS REVIVING
RACHEL CHITTI MOHAN

pleasant, refreshing sprinkling
of rain. No wonder, we sing
and ask for showers of
blessings! A storm is a sudden
stirring up of wind and rain,
and of waves if you are at sea,
as it did when Jesus and the
disciples were in the boat in
the Sea of Galilee. It subsides
gradually, as suddenly as it
comes, leaving behind a
cathartic effect of peace and
clarity. That is why creative
and new ventures require
brainstorming
before
the
actual process begins. Just as
the disciples too, started
gaining clarity on who Jesus
was after the storm when they
said, ‘Who is this who has
command over the winds and
the waves?’
Then, you have the rainbow,
the crowning glory of after
rain, a symbol of hope, and
God’s grace and mercy.

There is a saying which goes
like this: ‘Those who say only
sunshine brings happiness
have never danced in the
rain’. Love, joy and rain have
deep connections.
The root word for rain comes
from the Latin meaning, ‘to
rejuvenate, refresh, irrigate’, in
other words, supply the land
with water, which is what rain
does. After a hot summer, rain
settles the dust in the air and
cools the heat. Rain comes in
different forms, and has many
synonyms, and each one of
them has a special meaning.
For example, drizzle is a mild
form of rain reminiscent of the
mist mentioned in Genesis 2:6
which was watering the whole
face of the earth gently. Then,
we have the downpour which
is sharp and sudden, like the
manna which rained from
heaven, while a shower is a
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However, rain also has its
creator
God,’rain
in
destructive side in synonyms
abundance O God you shed
like hurricane and deluge.
abroad … your flock found a
Genesis 7:11-12 tells us about
dwelling in it, in your
the 600th year of Noah’s life,
goodness.’ (Psalm 68:9)
when ‘the great deep burst
In the Bible, rain is often used
forth and the windows of the
to symbolise a blessing from
heavens opened, and rain fell
God, in both conditional
upon the earth forty days and
blessing for obedience, as well
forty nights’, causing extensive
as part of God’s benevolence
destruction.
and
grace.‘For
God’s way of
land
that
has
washing
away
drunk the rain
He makes His sun to
sin.The Bible has
that often falls on
rise on the evil and on
several
verses
it and produces a
the good, and sends
where rain is
crop useful to
rain on the just and on
used
as
a
those
who
metaphor
to
cultivated
it
the unjust.
expound Biblical
receives
a
truths
and
blessing
from
honour God. The
God’ (Hebrews
prophet Ezekiel, when in exile,
6:7).Though the Bible has
has visions of God and
warnings again sin, when God
describes with ecstasy the
shuts the heavens and there is
splendour of the glory of God
no rain, His restorative grace
as, ‘like the appearance of the
always follows repentance (1
bow that is in the cloud on the
Kings 8:36-37). God is just and
day of the rain, so was the
forgiving, ‘for He makes His
brightness all around Him’
sun to rise on the evil and on
(Ezekiel 1:28). The Psalmist, on
the good, and sends rain on
the other hand, extols our
the just and on the unjust.’
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(Mathew 5:45). His mercies are
new every day and never
ending.
Moses, in his final message to
the
Israelites
before
his
departure from this world,
gives a beautiful analogy
comparing his teaching to
rain.’May my teaching drop as
the rain, my speech distill as
dew, like gentle rain upon the
tender grass and like showers
upon the herb.’ (Deuteronomy
32:2). A model to all good
teaching. James, on the other
hand, talking about the virtue
of patience says, ’See how the
farmer waits for the precious
fruit of the earth, being
patient about it, until the early
and the late rain.’ (James 5:7).
Rain, along with blessings,
also brings God’s unfailing
promises. ’For as the rain and
snow
come
down
from
heaven and do not return
there but water the earth,
giving seed to the sower and
bread to the eater, so shall my
word be. It shall not return to

RACHEL CHITTI MOHAN

me empty, but accomplish my
purpose.’ (Isaiah 55:10-11). And
when you are rooted firmly in
Christ and in the Word of God,
you are like the house that
was built on solid rock: ‘And
the rain fell, and the floods
came, and the winds blew and
beat on the house, but it did
not fall, because it had been
founded on the rock!’ (Mathew
7:25)
By the way, do you know who
a pluviophile is? One who
finds joy and peace of mind
on rainy days. One who loves
rain.

Are there any among the false gods of
the nations that can bring rain? Or can
the heavens give showers? Are you not
He, O Lord our God? We set our hope
on You, for You do all these things.
Jeremiah 14:22
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HEPHZIBA C.M.

GESHEM – RAIN FROM HEAVEN
HEPHZIBA C.M.

kept and recounted the things
which God had done for him
and revealed to him. He
poured out his heart:” How
great You are, Sovereign Lord.
There is none like You, and
there is no God but You, as we
have heard with our own ears.”
(2 Samuel 7:22). He gave God
glory for everything, then
continued,
“Do
as
you
promised.” (2 Samuel 7:25)
God always does what He says.
His promises are never broken.
This is one of life’s few
certainties.Our promises to
Him are sometimes broken,
but not His to us. They are
immutable.
God will not be poorer for
giving you the riches He has
promised. He is ready and
willing to give and give, and
give again.
We
know
that
however
satisfying our life is here on
earth, the best is yet to come.

We are daily bestowed with
blessings from above when
we read God’s Word, and we
are in daily communication
with Him in prayer.
God has given us untold
promises, and each is a
promise He has promised to
keep.
How
clearly
and
wonderfully He assures us, “I
have loved you with an
everlasting love, I have drawn
you with loving kindness.”
(Jeremiah 31:3) He has given us
promises for guidance and
instruction. He has given rest
for the weary, compassion,
tenderness and above all, the
blessing of communion with
Him, Each is wrapped up in
the Bible, and may be found
through simply opening and
reading the Book.
David went into the presence
of the Lord for a special time
with Him. He came in humility
and lowliness. He thanked
God for the promises He had
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LAUREN ANN RAMJI

GESHEM – RAIN
FROM HEAVEN

Consider these comparisons:

LAUREN ANN RAMJI

Here on earth, you can be sure
of God’s love. In heaven, you
will be constantly basking in
that love.
Here on earth, you can know
you are accepted by God. In
heaven you will hold an
honoured place as God’s child.
Here on earth, you can strive
to be Christ-like. In heaven,
you will be perfect.
Here on earth, you live by
faith. In heaven, you will
understand it all and thank
God for His wisdom in every
little thing.
Here on earth, your treasure is
pitiful and shabby, and falling
apart. In heaven, the treasure
you stored up is priceless and
indestructible.

There are many types of rain –
rain dust, acid rain, freezing
rain and red rain which was
noticed in Kerala, etc. Rain is
water droplets that have
condensed from atmospheric
water vapour and then fall
under gravity. Rain is a major
component of the water cycle,
and
is
responsible
for
depositing most of the fresh
water on the earth. This year,
we have seen more than usual
rain falling on our city and the
State! But every tree, plant,
bush, shrub, grass and all the
coloured
foliage
looked
brighter for it. Humankind has
neglected
to
be
good
stewards of all God’s creation,
and so, God in His heaven and
with
kindness
watered
everything for us! Sadly, our
drainage system is not 100%
and
many
areas
were
inundated with water for

Hallelujah! The best really is
yet to come!

24

GESHEM

ARTICLES

several days.
Geshem is a Hebrew word for
“rain”. It is also the name of a
prayer for rain recited on the
Jewish holiday of Shemini
Atzeret, part of which goes
like this: “For thou, O Lord our
God, causes the wind to
blow…. for a blessing and not
for a curse, for plenty and not
for famine, for life and not for
death” and the congregations
answers “Amen” thrice.
In the Old Testament book of
Nehemiah, we also read of a
man called Geshem, the
Arabian ally of Sanballat and
Tobiah, and the adversary of
Nehemiah,
who
opposed
Nehemiah’s determination of
rebuilding
the
walls
of
Jerusalem. Strangely, Tobiah
in the Bible means ‘God is
good’ and Sanballat means
‘Bramble-bush’, and an enemy
in secret! The prophet Elijah
prayed for no rain for three
years, and again, after three
years, he prayed that the rain
may fall again. God was so

LAUREN ANN RAMJI

angry with the sinful and
rebellious
people
during
Noah’s time that He let the
rain fall for 40 days and 40
nights, and only Noah, his
family and the animals and
birds were saved in the Ark.
And the world was destroyed.
But God in His mercy placed a
rainbow of seven colours in
the sky after the rain had
stopped, and promised that
He would not destroy the
world like this again. How
merciful is our God. We
sometimes curse when it rains
because it is inconvenient, and
yet, rain is a blessing from a
living God who is in total
control of His universe. The
world He created is His, and
we are but stewards to look
after His creation. We often
sing the hymn “There shall be
showers of blessings, this is
the promise of love, there shall
be seasons refreshing, sent
from the Saviour above”. The
Lord God had promised that
there would be showers of
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GESHEM – RAIN
FROM HEAVEN

blessing for His children. As
children of God, we believe
and claim the promises God
has made. Promises made by
God are always fulfilled in His
time.
Let us thank our Heavenly
Father for all His ‘showers of
blessing’
during
this
Thanksgiving and Harvest
season. Remember, we have
so much to be thankful for in
this life.
So, if you are waiting for your
‘showers of blessing’, wait on
the Lord God with patience
and faith and your ‘showers of
blessing’ will rain down from
Heaven. GESHEM

DR TRACIANNE
PURUSHOTHAM

All good gifts come from God.
He gives us the breath of life
with the saving waters that
renew and refresh us. God
sends us rain to bring forth
food for our sustenance. The
rain is sent to heal the earth
and cleanse its face. His
faithful love, in the form of
rain, gives us hope from
despair and compassion from
our troubles.
‘Geshem’ meaning ‘heavy rain’
in Hebrew, plays a very
significant role throughout the
Bible. Rain comes down as
showers of blessing. It falls
upon the just and unjust.
In Leviticus 26, God warns His
people against idol worship
and tells them to keep
Sabbaths and revere the
Sanctuary: “I will give you rains
in their season, and the land
shall yield its increase ……”
He promised a downpour of

Ask rain from the Lord in the season of
the spring rain, from the Lord who
makes the storm clouds, and He will
give them showers of rain, to everyone,
the vegetation in the field.
Zechariah 10:1
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blessings on His people in
unpleasant side by harming
John 7:38: “Whoever believes
livelihoods,
ruining
farms,
in me..... out of his heart will
destroying
homes
and
flow rivers of living water.”
displacing everything across
In Israel, we notice that the
the globe. the globe.
rains needed to be regular and
In Genesis, God cursed the
plentiful when God placed His
ground because of Adam
people there on purpose. The
listening to Eve and eating the
land
was
completely
forbidden fruit. With the
dependent on rain to
industrialisation of agriculture,
relinquish
the
man felt that this
streams, the Sea
Biblical curse was
of Galilee and
broken,
except
Man
created
artificial
the cisterns that
that it wasn’t.
caught the rain.
Man
created
rain by cloud
When it rains,
artificial rain by
seeding, but this is
the whole earth
cloud
seeding.
not foolproof.
is refreshed with
Rain
was
green grass and
achieved for a
the ground is
proper
harvest,
fruitful. Making
the economy was
no distinction, God showers
boosted and dry places
good rain and sunshine on all.
became
liveable.
GroundNevertheless, there are times
based
machines
replaced
when rains don’t come in their
expensive airplanes to do
season. We are reminded of
cloud seeding. Droughts were
the Biblical floods when God
reduced
and
favourable
saved Noah’s ark but let the
patterns were achieved. Man
rest be wiped out. The rains
became self-dependent. Alas!
could not be reined or tamed.
Artificial
rain
was
not
‘Geshem’ showed its
foolproof. Chemicals harmed
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RESHMA REBECCA MITTAL

BLESSING FOR
US
FROM GOD
RESHMA REBECCA MITTAL

the
natural
environment.
Silver
iodine
in
the
environment caused rashes,
headaches, and running noses
for humans. The wind pushed
the seeded clouds to an
undesired
location.
The
expensive process of cloud
seeding was unaffordable,
where drought and famine
were rampant. Animals and
plants were also exposed to
the risk of health issues.
Apart from this, torrential
floods, tsunamis, microbursts,
downbursts,
rainstorms,
cloudbursts, rain bombs and
acid rain is what we witness in
the modern day. Obviously,
man cannot struggle with God
and become greater than Him
with inventions. Realisation
should dawn on man that
God’s arm cannot be twisted.
If we walk in God’s statutes
and
observe
His
commandments there shall
be showers of blessing. He will
win us over to salvation and
prepare us for eternal life.

The word “Harvest” is a
biblical word. It is also a word
associated with a farming, or
an agricultural setting.
Israel was an agricultural
community.
Christianity
taking its background from
Judaism, borrowed heavily
from a lot of Jewish ideologies
and practices.
For us, “Harvest” represents
every blessing that comes to
us from God. Whether you are
a civil servant, politician,
banker, doctor, teacher, trader,
hawker or whatever, every
blessing or provision that
comes to you is from God and
is your “Harvest.”
Harvest
Thanksgiving
is
therefore, a time to publicly
thank God with others.
As we prepare to come before
the Lord in our Harvest
Thanksgiving
Service,
our
meditation today is on this
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question: Why did God accept
the offering of Abel and reject
the offering of Cain? We may
not have all the answers, but
from the Scriptures, we can
gain insights.
The story of Cain and Abel in
Genesis 4.1 gives us the first
example
of
Harvest
Thanksgiving Service in the
Bible.
Let us note that both Cain and
Abel knew that it was a good
thing to come before the Lord
with tokens of appreciation
for
all
God’s
numerous
blessings. But, the Bible
showed us that the offering of
Abel was accepted by God,
while that of Cain was
rejected.
1.Abel gave himself first: It is
established
all
over
the
Scriptures that God looks at
the heart, and not on the
physical things. God desires
our salvation, dedication, and
righteousness more than our
material gifts.
2. Abel’s offering was the best

RESHMA REBECCA MITTAL

of what he had. He considered
God worthy of his best and he
gave it to God. He didn’t give
God his leftovers. For many
Christians, it is the other way
around. They give their best to
themselves
first,
before
considering God, or the work
of God.
3. Abel’s offering was carefully
planned and prepared. For
Abel to give his “firstlings”
means that he thought about
it, checked what he had,
selected the best, kept it aside,
and brought it before God. His
giving was not impromptu
and careless.
4. Abel’s offering showed
overflow of gratitude. The only
thing that can make one give
one’s best to God is the
understanding that everything
came from Him in the first
place. We must understand
that our health, our salaries,
our profits, our wealth, our
achievements, positions and
successes are not as a result of
anything of our own.
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5. Abel gave by faith. Abel’s
offering was accepted by God:
Without Faith, it is impossible
to please God (Hebrews 11.6).
But what does it mean to give
by Faith? It means that Abel’s
offering was not just his
Thanksgiving, he made it a
Seed for his next Harvest. He
gave
with
hope
and
expectations for a better and
greater Harvest
May we give unto God, like
Abel, our best, our fattest, our
overflowing offerings. May we
give by Faith an offering that
speaks
righteousness,
deliverance,
protection,
prosperity and favours of God
upon our lives, in Jesus Name.

RESHMA REBECCA MITTAL

Then I will give you your rains in their
season, and the land shall yield its
increase, and the trees of the field shall
yield their fruit.

The flood continued forty days on the
earth. The waters increased and bore up
the ark, and it rose high above the earth.
The waters prevailed and increased
greatly on the earth, and the ark floated
on the face of the waters. And the waters
prevailed so mightily on the earth that all
the high mountains under the whole heaven
were covered. The waters prevailed above
the mountains, covering them fifteen cubits
deep. And all flesh died that moved on the
earth, birds, livestock, beasts, all
swarming creatures that swarm on the
earth, and all mankind. Everything on the
dry land in whose nostrils was the breath
of life died. He blotted out every living
thing that was on the face of the ground,
man and animals and creeping things and
birds of the heavens. They were blotted
out from the earth. Only Noah was left,
and those who were with him in the ark.
And the waters prevailed on the earth 150
days.

Leviticus 26:4

Genesis 7:17-24
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RAIN FROM HEAVEN
STEPHEN PAUL

In the Middle East, water is
precious, like oil. In ancient
times, countries that had
water in abundance became
superpowers
and
the
countries with little, barely
survived.
Egypt
received
almost no rain at all, but had
abundant water from the
flooding of the Nile. That was
why when famine came,
people went there. The water
available from the Nile each
year was 30,000 times more
plentiful than the yearly
rainfall in Israel. Hence it is
interesting that God saw the
water of Israel as superior to
that of Egypt (Deuteronomy
11: 10 – 12).
The difference between Egypt
and Canaan was - in Egypt,
the crops were irrigated by
hand, while in Canaan, the
land was watered by rain,
Geshem. In the ancient Middle
East,
this
had
profound
spiritual implications, because
rain was understood as a

direct gift from God, whereas
water drawn by hand, was a
seen as human self-reliance.
Egypt and Canaan were in
stark contrast to each other.
One
seeking
security
in
human effort, compared to
the other’s total dependence
on God.
This was a spiritual lesson for
the Israelites when they left
for the promised land, that
when God chose a land for His
people, He didn’t choose a
place, where they could live
because of their own efforts,
but a land where they would
be dependent on Him and His
presence, to send them the
living rain water- Geshem.
Many of us have seen God do
the same thing in our own
lives.
God
often
desires
dependence, from His people,
rather
than
abundance,
contrary to what “Prosperity
Gospel” teachers profess. We
may not have the material
wealth as the Egyptians, but

31

GESHEM

ARTICLES

STEPHEN PAUL

we
are
secure
in
the
and war. If only we realise we
knowledge that God’s eyes are
are not what we appear on
on us at all times.
the outside, but we are all part
There's a beautiful spiritual
of the one Divine creation, we
truth we can learn from rain.
would transcend the ego and
The moisture of clouds and
live in peace and harmony,
fog
coalesces
into
with one and all.
concentrated moisture and
There are other spiritual
becomes distinct raindrops.
observations we can make
Every raindrop seems distinct
from rain. Depending on the
as it falls to the
temperature, rain
ground.
These
can
become
individual
freezing rain, hail
We may all appear
raindrops merge
stones, sleet or
different on the outside,
into
one
snow.
It
may
but deep within, we are
continuous flow,
appear
in
no different from each
creating a river.
different
forms
Similarly we also
yet ultimately it is
other.
have a distinct
water.
Another
identity. We may
reminder that we
all appear
may look
different on the outside, but
different, but that we are all
deep within, we are no
the same creation of God.
different from each other.
Unfortunately, our Ego along
with our mind repeatedly
He gives rain on the earth and sends
convinces us, that we are – ME.
waters on the fields.
The Mind and our Ego, along
Job 5:10
with the body, creates an
individual identity and it also
plants the seed, for conflict
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TEFILLAT GESHEM: THE
PRAYER FOR RAIN
ANU ELISHA

The earth, like most living
things,
is
primarily
comprised of a transparent,
odourless, virtually tasteless
and colourless fluid we call
water. Even though our
bodies, the ground, and most
of the world we experience
seems solid to us, just
beneath the surface, water is
ever-flowing, moving blood
and nutrients and earth,
enabling life to grow.
Given the centrality of water
to
our
existence,
the
prominence of rain and water
in the Torah and Jewish liturgy
comes as no surprise. In the
beginning, God created the
world by “separating the
waters below from the waters
above.” Genesis 1:7 Moses was
saved by Pharaoh’s daughter,
who drew him from the water.
Upon seeing Rachel for the
first time, Jacob rolled the
stone from the mouth of the
well and offered her flock

water. Genesis 20:10 Our path
to freedom from slavery in
Egypt went directly through
water. The priests in the
ancient
temple
sanctified
themselves with water. Prayer,
we are told in the Book of
Lamentations,
involves
pouring out our hearts like
water. Lamentations 2:19
Tefillat Geshem recalls many
of
these
transformative
encounters
with
water.
Recited at the conclusion of
the festival of Sukkot and at
the traditional start of the
rainy season in Israel, the
prayer calls upon God to
remember the righteousness
of our ancestors and to grace
us with the gift of flowing
water. “For their sake, do not
withhold water,” we recite.
“For
the
sake
of
their
righteousness, grant the gift of
flowing water.”
Tefillat Geshem encourages
each of us to consider the
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defining moments that water
plays in our own lives. The
imagery
of
the
poem
describes birth and death,
trials
and
triumphs,
vulnerability and strength,
scarcity and abundance - all of
which seems to suggest that
we too are part of this story,
part of the cycle of water, the
cycle of life.
Water is always
in
movement.
Since
the
beginning
of
creation, it has
continuously
been flowing in
an endless cycle
with
no
beginning and
no end, from evaporation to
condensation to precipitation
to infiltration and back to
evaporation.
It is the movement of water,
the flow, that supports life. We
too are part of this flow. From
Abraham and Sarah to all of
us, the water flowing through
us is part of an unbroken

ANU ELISHA

chain, a cycle of water that
continues
to
move
and
nourish and support life.
Tefillat Geshem go on to ask
that
this
same
water
continues to flow for us, for
our children, for all of creation
- for blessing, for life and for
abundance.
“For you are Hashem our God,”
the
prayer
concludes. “Who
causes the wind
to blow and the
rain to fall. May it
fall as a blessing
and not as a
curse. May it be
for life and not for
death.
May
it
bring abundance
and not famine.”

Recited by Ashkenazi Jews on
Shemini Atzeret, this prayer invokes
the merit of Jewish ancestors in
requesting the natural resource on
which all life depends.
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WHERE SHALL BE SHOWERS OF
BLESSING?
PAULRAJ P

Meaning of Geshem:
In the Bible, the name
‘Geshem’ is mentioned in
Nehemiah 2:19 and 6:1 as an
Arab, an ally of Sanballat and
Tobiah, and an adversary of
Nehemiah.
Among
the
Israelites, ‘Geshem’ is known
as
‘Tal’,
aka,
dew,
representing
the
prayer
recited on the first day of
Passover.
But
the
metaphysical meaning of
Geshem is ‘violent rainstorm’
or
‘heavy
downpour’.
Throughout the Bible, rain is
represented as a blessing
from God (Leviticus 26:4;
Proverbs 16:15; Jeremiah 5:24;
Jeremiah 17:7-8; Zechariah
10:1; Matthew 5:45; Acts 14:17).

said to them, ‘Be fruitful and
multiply and fill the earth and
subdue it, and have dominion
over the fish of the sea and
over the birds of the heavens
and over every living thing
that moves on the earth.” An
amazing fact is God’s Spirit in
us is a blessing like rain, as
mentioned in Isaiah 44:3. “For I
will pour water on the thirsty
land, and streams on the dry
ground; I will pour my Spirit
upon your offspring, and my
blessing on your descendants.”
and this is reiterated in
Deuteronomy 32:2 as, “May my
teaching drop as the rain, my
speech distill as the dew, like
gentle rain upon the tender
grass, and like showers upon
the herb” and again in
Ephesians 1:3, which says,
“Blessed be the God and
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
who has blessed us in Christ
with every spiritual blessing in
the heavenly places”

Rain and God’s Blessing:
God created us and continues
to love us with His blessings
right from the creation story.
Genesis 1:28 proves this. “And
God blessed them. And God
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Does God always bless us
(Genesis 7:4). We all have
materially?
experienced
material
This is the most debated
blessings as well as sufferings
question
in
Christendom
and persecution allowed by
today. Let’s examine this. Rain
God, according to His will and
as well as drought were
purpose, which sometimes we
allowed by God right from the
won’t be able to understand.
beginning according to God’s
But ultimately all ups and
will and purpose, which we
downs end up in God’s
humans cannot question. Rain
spiritual blessings, which is
comes
as
a
eternal and in
blessing
after
God’s sight, our
drought. These
never
ending
Rain as well as drought
verses prove this.
eternal
life
is
were allowed by God
“I also withheld
more important
right from the beginning
the rain from you
than our life on
according to God’s will
when there were
earth, which is
yet three months
limited even if it’s
and purpose
to the harvest;
over a hundred
would send rain
years.
on one
God blessed
city, and send no rain on
people
with
prosperity
another city; One field would
because blessings were God’s
have rain, and the field on
plan. Does this continue to
which it did not rain would
happen after Christ came?
wither” (Amos 4:7). “For in
“But woe to you who are rich,
seven days, I will send rain on
for you have received your
the earth forty days and forty
consolation”
(Luke
6:24).
nights, and every living thing
Prosperity in this world is no
that I have made I will blot out
longer a mark of God’s
from the face of the ground.”
blessing. We see this around
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us. The ungodly who refuse to
accept God are becoming rich
and
prosperous.
Believers
suffer persecution. 1 Peter 4:14
says, “If you are insulted for the
name of Christ, you are
blessed, because the Spirit of
glory and of God rests upon
you.” Romans 4:7-8 also
endorses this truth. Blessed
are those whose lawless deeds
are forgiven, and whose sins
are covered; blessed is the
man against whom the Lord
will not count his sin.” Jesus
said to him, “Have you
believed because you have
seen me? Blessed are those
who have not seen and yet
have believed.” (John 20:29).
Jesus Himself said in Luke
6:20-22, “And He lifted up His
eyes on His disciples, and said:
‘Blessed are you who are poor,
for yours is the kingdom of
God. “Blessed are you who are
hungry now, for you shall be
satisfied. Blessed are you who
weep now, for you shall laugh.
Blessed are you when people

PAULRAJ P

hate you, and when they
exclude you, and revile you,
and spurn your name as evil,
on account of the Son of Man!”
Psalm 1 says it all about the
actual blessings. Great is our
reward in heaven!

When heaven is shut up and there is no
rain because they have sinned against
You, if they pray toward this place
and acknowledge Your name and turn
from their sin, when You afflict them,
then hear in heaven and forgive the sin
of Your servants, Your people Israel,
when You teach them the good way in
which they should walk, and grant rain
upon Your land, which You have given
to Your people as an inheritance.
1 Kings 8:35-36
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REFLECTIONS ON RAIN IN THE
BIBLE
VINODKUMAR BONIFACE

The
creation
narrative
recorded in Genesis, the first
book of the Bible, mentions
that “A river flowed out of
Eden to water the garden,
and there it divided and
became four rivers” (Genesis
2:10). It appears that there
was no need for rain in the
Garden of Eden due to the
presence of the river.
Similarly, in the final book of
the Revelation to St. John, it is
recorded “Then the angel
showed me the river of the
water of life, bright as crystal,
flowing from the throne of
God and of the Lamb through
the middle of the street of the
city; also, on either side of the
river, the tree of life with its
twelve kinds of fruit, yielding
its
fruit
each
month”
(Revelation
22:1-2).
Again,
there is no mention of rain in
the New Earth. That is, God’s
initial and final plans for this
earth do not seem to involve

rain.
In the interim (i.e., in our
present fallen state), however,
rain is a crucial support for our
lives. Genesis 2:5 mentions
that there was no vegetation
because “the Lord God had
not caused it to rain on the
land and, there was no man to
work the ground”.
Afterwards, when evil was
prevalent over all the earth,
God used the same rain to
punish evildoers. In Noah’s
time, it rained for 40 days and
40 nights and the whole earth
was covered by a flood. Only
righteous Noah and his family
survived
as
they
were
commanded by God to build
an ark and move into it. After
God was pleased with Noah’s
sacrificial offerings of clean
animals, He made a covenant
that He would never destroy
all the earth by a flood. Ever
since, rain has been looked at
as a sure sign of God’s
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blessings.
prevent rain from falling as a
This is reinforced in later
means of turning backsliding
Biblical
narratives
where
people to God. “Elijah was a
prophets proclaimed God’s
man with a nature like ours,
bountiful provision of rain for
and he prayed fervently that it
His children: “Be glad, O
might not rain, and for three
children of Zion, and rejoice in
years and six months it did not
the Lord your God, for He has
rain on the earth. Then he
given the early rain for your
prayed again, and heaven
vindication; He has poured
gave rain, and the earth bore
down for you
its fruit” (James
abundant rain,
5:17-18).
Again
If
you
walk
in
my
statutes
the early and the
Revelation
11:6
and
observe
my
latter rain, as
records the two
before”
(Joel
witnesses
who
commandments and do
2:23). Rain in
“have
the
power
them, then I will give you
Israel is classified
to shut the sky,
your
rains
in
their
as early rains
that no rain may
season,
(during autumn
fall during the
which cool the
days
of
their
earth after the
prophesying …”
hot summer and make it easy
This concept of repentance is
to plough the fields) and latter
referred to by King Solomon in
rains (during spring which is
his Dedication Prayer at the
necessary for ripening of
newly-built temple. “When
barley and grains). In other
heaven is shut up and there is
words, rain is another means
no rain because they have
that God uses to provide for
sinned against You, if they
His children in every season.
pray toward this place and
The Bible also notes that the
acknowledge Your name and
prophets had the power to
turn from their sin, when You
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BLESSINGS

afflict them, then hear in
heaven and forgive the sin of
Your servants, Your people
Israel, when You teach them
the good way in which they
should walk, and grant rain
upon Your land, which You
have given to Your people as
an inheritance” (1 Kings 8:3536).
As God promises in Leviticus
26:3-4, “If you walk in my
statutes and observe my
commandments
and
do
them, then I will give you your
rains in their season, and the
land shall yield its increase,
and the trees of the field shall
yield their fruit.”
May we order our lives
according to His will to enjoy
His showers of blessing. Amen.

ASHA ELISHA

Bountiful gifts we receive
L ovingly giv’n, we believe
E ver forgiving, never refusing
S alvation so precious tho’
S ins so obnoxious
I nsignificant dust are we
Nevertheless, for Thy mercy
Geshem, we plead
S howers we need.

Job 37:6
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Answer's to the quiz on page 78
6. True
7. False
(Correct: Ch 17)
8. True
9. False
10. True

For to the snow he says, ‘Fall on the earth,’
likewise to the downpour, His mighty downpour.

1. True
2. True
3. False (Correct:
to King Ahaz)
4. True
5. True
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DR. ELIZABETH LEELAVATHI MANASSEH

RAIN FROM HEAVEN AND GOD’S
WORD
DR. ELIZABETH LEELAVATHI MANASSEH

The Book of Isaiah 55:10-11
“As the rain and the snow
come down from heaven,.. 11
so is my word that goes out
from my mouth: It will not
return to me empty, but will
accomplish what I desire and
achieve the purpose for
which I sent it.”
Prophet Isaiah gives us an
invitation to break free from
the life of indifference and
embrace God’s design for a
meaningful and fruitful life.
We see in Isaiah 55, God
calling out like a street vendor,
inviting people to the Lord
and to accept the salvation
God offers. Initially, all that is
offered is a free drink of water.
However,
the
offer
is
expanded to include free wine
and milk, too. Water is a
symbol of life; wine, a symbol
of joy, and milk, a symbol of
nourishment. The offer is open
to the poor, for these drinks
are distributed freely to all

who come. What is being
offered to the hungry and
thirsty is real, joyful, abundant
and life in all its fullness - the
same life that the Lord Jesus
Christ offers in St. John 7:37;
4:14 & 6:53-56.
The call is given again and
again. The Lord says, “Give ear
and come.., listen that you
may live” (55:3). Such listening
is not a casual hearing but a
listening that is followed by
loving and implicit obedience
to God, to accept the offer of
covenant relationship with
God. If we are to enjoy the
covenant relationship with
God that the Lord offers, we
need to align our ways with
God’s ways. Rather than
getting God to approve of how
we live, we need to turn to the
Lord and live the way God
requires. God’s love, thoughts
and ways are extremely
different from our sinful ones.
What does God require of us?
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God requires of us to ‘Act
us of sin, calls us to
Justly, Love Mercy and Walk
repentance (2 Chronicles 7:14)
Humbly with the Lord’, as
and shows us how to have an
Prophet Micah declares (6:8).
intimate relationship with the
Although God’s thoughts are
Lord, in the power of the Holy
higher than ours, God has
Spirit. It also reveals the Triune
revealed who God is, and how
God’s attributes to us. It calls
God thinks and behaves
those who strayed back to the
through God’s Word. This is
Lord Jesus Christ.
described in the powerful
When we, belonging to the
metaphor
of
Local Church – St.
“Rain”. Without
Mark’s Cathedral,
An invitation to break
rain, there is no
CSI, KCD, located
free
from
the
life
of
life.
If
the
on M.G. Road in
monsoons
fail,
Bengaluru, seek
indifference and
the crops fail
the LORD, turn to
embrace God’s design
and
drought
the LORD and
for
a
meaningful
and
follows.
The
receive
God’s
fruitful
life.
Lord’s
Word
Word
and
functions in the
Salvation, WE will
same way, to
be led in ways of
fulfill God’s purposes. If we do
love, harmony, joy, justice,
not hear God’s Word that
peace,
righteousness
and
comes to us in varied ways –
unity. Those who have been
Kerygma (Preaching), Didache
held in captivity will be freed
(Teaching), Diakonia (Serving),
from the bondage of sin, fear
Leitourgia (Worship), Koinonia
and
death.
The
great
(Fellowship), etc, we are as
celebration is not just for
spiritually dead as we are
those who are forgiven, the
physically dead when it does
whole of creation will join in
not rain. God’s Word convicts
the song of jubilation. Amen.

42

National Issues and Ecumenical
Relations sub-committee organized a
conference on the 14th Anniversary of
Kandhamal
persecution
on
3rd
September 2022
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Mission &
Evangelism Subcommittee with
Mission Sunday
Programmes
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Senior Citizens in action:
Medical Camp on 26th June 2022
Hospital Visit on 13th August 2022
Senior Citizens Day on 18th September 2022
Dayout on 1st October 2022
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Art & Craft

St Mark’s Cathedral Family
congratulates Dhipa Jacob of
the
St
Mark’s
Women’s
Fellowship on her outstanding
achievement.
Inter Church Competition held
at Hudson Memorial Church in
celebration of 118th Church
Anniversary on 24th September
2022.
Theme: Ikebana floral design
on the theme "Freedom in
Christ"
Ikebana is a Japanese art of
flower arrangement. The three
points of Ikebana represent
heaven, earth and humanity. It
symbolizes the beauty of all
components of the natural world
working in harmony.
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Art & Craft
Women's
Day
Flower
Arrangement Contest:
Dhipa Jacob - 1st Place
Shirley Prakash - 1st Place
Mary Rajaratnam - Participation Prize
Pushpa Ravikumar - Participation Prize
Monica - Participation Prize
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Art & Craft

Artwork by
Hannah B
Avelin
Prince Loreto George
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Art & Craft

Artwork by
Eliana Samson
Prarthana
Alan
Ofieene
Jesswin
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Stained Glass Windows
Prologue.
A fourteenth century Italian stained glass artist was
summoned to design and create a huge portrait for the
window of a cathedral in Chartres, France. He laid all the pieces
he was going to use on the floor of the Cathedral. They were
beautiful to behold; most of them were large and colourful.
Among those awesome pieces of glass was a small, clear piece
about as big as a fingernail. As the stained-glass portrait was
assembled, that little piece remained on the floor. Only the big,
colourful pieces of glass were used.
On the day of the window's completion, the tiny piece of clear
glass was still lying on the ground. The entire city gathered to
witness the unveiling of the beautiful stained-glass portrait. The
artist stood in front of the crowd, made his speech, and
dramatically pulled down the cloth cover. The crowd gasped
at the beauty of the colourful window glowing in the sunlight.
After a few seconds, however, the crowd grew silent. They
sensed that something was missing and that the portrait was
unfinished. The great artist then walked over to where the little
piece of clear glass lay, picked it up, and placed it in the portrait,
right in the centre of Jesus' eye. As the sun hit that little piece, it
gave off a dazzling sparkle. The magnificent stained-glass
window still draws visitors. The first thing that they notice is the
sparkle in Jesus' eye.
Small as that piece of glass was, lacking in colour, it was still
very important to the portrait. And, no matter how a Christian
may seem, he or she is important to the body of Christ.
(Read I Corinthians 12 : 12-27 )
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Introduction
To understand what is a stained-glass window, we must
understand what makes it. The materials used are glass, lead,
paintwork, waterproof compound or cement putty, and
structural frames. The glass is fired with the pigment and not
painted over. Pieces of coloured glass are assembled like a
jigsaw puzzle with the different pieces held together with lead.
That is what makes their restoration a highly skilled and
painstaking job.
Why are they called windows? That is because apart from
being ornamental they are also part of the structure of the
building. The stained-glass windows of St. Mark's Cathedral can
be classified into major and minor ones based on their size and
antiquity. There are five major ones, two in the Chancel (the
railed-off part including the altar), one each in the Baptistry
and Our Lady's Chapel, and one in the Tympanum (between
the lintel and the arch above) at the main entrance. All others
may be classified as minor. This classification is only for
convenience.
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Major stained-glass windows.
1. At the altar, viewing from the inside, the window on the right
side on the eastern wall is the "Come unto Me" window. Jesus
is inviting all those who are heavy laden, and promises them
rest (Matt 11:27) This is a Memorial Window and is dated 20
June 1901.
The window is 6ft. x 3ft. (18 sq. ft.) and shows Jesus seated on
His throne (indoors), against the backdrop of foliage (outdoors).
The picture is realistic but stylised, with white and gold
canopies, lush greenery, elaborate drapery, and prolific use of
red, blue, and green. The window is fixed inside a wooden
frame and is an assembly of three independent panels
arranged one on top of another. Each panel is supported by a
round saddle bar.
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2. The window to the left on the eastern wall (viewed from the
altar) is a Nativity scene, the "The Gift of the Magi." (Matt 2: 1-12)
It is also 6ft. x 3ft. (18 sq. ft.) in size. The setting is a departure
from the usual stable with cow, lamb, hay etc. Here Mary and
Joseph are seen sitting in a rich architectural setting, with
churches and castles in the background. The star is very
obvious, and the figures are very realistic.
This window too, is fixed inside a wooden frame, and is an
assembly of three independent panels arranged one on top of
the other like the window on the right. However, unlike in the
case of the right window, only the top and bottom panels are
supported by saddle bars, but the larger middle panel does not
have support. This fact, coupled with its being older, having
been commissioned in 1897, has led to it getting badly
buckled.
This window needs immediate attention to avoid further damage.
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3. The window at the Baptistry on the eastern wall, very
appropriately represents the scene," Suffer little children to
come unto Me; for to such belongs the kingdom of God." (Mark
10:14) The window's message is in keeping with the function of
the location (Baptistry). The dimensions of this window are 6.2
ft. x 4 ft. (approx. 25 sq. ft), and thus larger than the altar
windows. We see rich white canopies, lush greenery, and the
use of red, blue, and green colours. The figures are less stylised,
and more like photographs.
The window is fixed inside a wooden frame and is an assembly
of five panels one on top of another, and held externally by five
saddle bars at the base of each panel.
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4. The window in Our Lady's Chapel on the eastern wall is
appropriately the "Annunciation." (Luke 1: 26-35) The
dimensions of the window are like the Baptistry window, 6.2 ft.
x 4ft. (approx. 25 sq. ft.) The scene presents in all clarity the
kneeling Virgin Mary, the Archangel Gabriel, the fleur-de-lys (lily
flower), and the lamp (Word of God). Gabriel is carrying a staff
with a banner which proclaims, "Hail Mary, full of grace."
This window is unique and priceless as it carries the name of
the studio "A. L. Moore & Co. This window too is an assembly of
five independent panels arranged one on top of another.
The window is sagging and needs immediate attention.
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5. Finally, we come to the last major, and by far the biggest
stained-glass window. It is in the tympanum (between the
lintel and the arch), above the main entrance. It is
approximately 82 sq. ft. The theme of this window is, "Our
Almighty Lord, Jesus Christ."
This is a semi-circular window structured like a triptych (three
panels hinged vertically together) The middle segment
encompasses the figure of the Christ flanked by archangels
Gabriel and Michael. The other two panels carry figures of St.
Peter, and St. George, and various religious emblems that
include the Eucharist, the Lamb, and the Lamp. In addition, the
Union Jack (the flag of Great Britain) is also depicted. This
window is an assembly of several independent stained-glass
panels all arranged within a steel armature. Each individual
panel is based on horizontal steel mullions and held in place
with copper ties around the mullions.
The year of its commissioning is not known, but from its well-preserved
condition, it may be surmised that it may have been after the great fire.
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Minor stained-glass windows:
The minor stained-glass windows are the fanlight windows
which adorn the aisles, in the Clerestory (the windowed part
above the aisle), and above the doors and windows.
The windows along the aisles depict foliage filling the entire
space, the subject matters are fleur-de-lys and vine & grapes.
The colouring seems to be fading as they have been fixed
“inside-out” with the painted side facing outwards. This has led
to water seeping into the pigment.
The dimensions of the windows vary from window to window.
The windows are an assembly of independent panels. Each
panel is fitted inside within a timber framework.
The windows in the Clerestory are structured like a triptych.
The middle section is an operable shutter and the two sections
flanking it are an arrangement of small casements. The three
sections of the window are fixed inside a steel armature. The
middle section has a single stained-glass panel which is
protected by glass sheets on both sides.
The dimensions vary from window to window. The main
theme is again nature in the form lilies, vine and grapes.
The fanlight windows above doors and windows are an
assembly of independent panels arranged within a fan-shaped
timber framework and held with beadings.
The fanlight topology in the lower row of pictures has 16
segments each, while the two in the upper row has 12
segments each.
The middle fanlight has side panels as well. The main theme in
all of them again is nature with lilies, vine, and grapes.
The windows on the northern wall of Our Lady’s Chapel and on
the southern wall of the Baptistry differ from the others along
the aisles inasmuch as each has two extra fixed side panels on
either side of the fanlight stained-glass.
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Conclusion.
The stained-glass windows of St. Mark’s Cathedral,
especially the five major windows are priceless
inheritances which our spiritual forbears have
bequeathed us. It behoves us to do everything in our
power to preserve them for the future generations that
will follow us. It has to be understood that they are
delicate pieces of art and some of them are already
showing signs of distress like bulging. Therefore, it calls
for urgent action.
The architect consultants, M/s. Heritage Matters have
given a holistic proposal for the complete restoration of
the Cathedral The proposal has been broken down into
phases keeping in mind the urgency and also to stretch
out the expenditure. Phase I which is already under
implementation takes care of the roof and foundationrelated works which are the most urgent. The funds for
this phase have already been collected through the
Fiesta held in 2019.
Phase II will comprise works related to the stained-glass
windows, wood work (doors and windows), flooring (if
required), internal and external replastering and
painting. These works will need to be taken up sooner
than later.
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PRAYER

DR. ELIZABETH LEELAVATHI MANASSEH

Praying through The Book of
Isaiah 55:1-11
Gracious God, we are grateful
to You for the 55th Chapter in
the Book of Prophet Isaiah. We
thank You for comforting Your
people when they were in
captivity through Your servant
Prophet Isaiah. We are grateful
to You for Your thoughts are
always wiser, Your love is
greater and Your ways are
higher than ours, Dear LORD
God Almighty.
We are glad that You have
kept us in Your thoughts. We
thank You that You remember
each one of us and all our
loved ones. We thank You for
Your thoughts of steadfast
love,
mercy,
forgiveness,
peace, concern, consideration,
understanding
and
deliverance. We thank You
that Your Word does not
return void.
We thank You that the rain
comes from Heaven and
returns to Heaven only after

accomplishing Your Plan and
Purpose on the earth. Thanks
for helping the rain to obey
You and be a blessing to the
entire creation. Likewise, Holy
Spirit, please help us to obey
Your Word and be a blessing
to ourselves, to all the people
and to Your entire creation.
We offer this prayer to You in
the precious name of our
Saviour and Lord, the Lord
Jesus Christ. Amen

Elijah was a man with a nature like ours,
and he prayed fervently that it might not
rain, and for three years and six months, it
did not rain on the earth. Then he prayed
again, and heaven gave rain, and the earth
bore its fruit.
James 5:17-18
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JUST
DROPS
ASHA ELISHA
Recently, when I was going to
bed after using my bathroom, I
started hearing sound of drops
of water from the tap in slow
successions, but since it was
dropping into an empty bucket
and I was feeling too lazy, I
decided to let it be.
But, alas! When I woke up the
next morning, the bucket was
almost full! I was surprised that
just drops even in such slow
successions could produce that
much.
I couldn't help it, 'Just drops?!' I
questioned rhetorically.
But the following night, I made
sure that the tap in my bathroom
was locked completely and I
checked the bucket and saw that
it was empty, though wet. Then I
went to sleep.
I guess you already know what I
saw the next morning. The
bucket was not wet as I had left it,
but it was now dry!
Then I realized the importance of
a drop and how much difference
it can make in all ramifications of

one's life compared to a dry tap.
Imagine letting the drops be for a
year, I would be scooping with
drums at the end of the year!
So, how about that drop of
savings?
How about that drop of kindness
and love every day?
How about a drop of reading
useful books today and every day?
How about that drop of a verse of
the scripture today and every
day?
How about that drop of prayer
today and every day?
How about a drop of step
towards your dream today and
every day?
What virtue and discipline will
you start today in little drops?
Never neglect the importance of
a drop, for when the harvest time
comes, you would have made a
big difference.
Start with a drop, Make a
difference and stay blessed
forever.
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THE RAIN
FROM HEAVEN
LAKSHMI DANIEL JACOTA
Moses told us God’s demand:
“Now, people of Israel, listen to
what the Lord, your God
demands of you:
Worship the Lord and do all that
He commands.
Love Him, serve Him with all your
heart, and obey all His laws.
Have reverence for the Lord your
God and worship only Him.
Be faithful to Him and make your
promises in His name alone.
(Deuteronomy 10: 12-13;16-17;20)
And we responded:
Why?
Sometimes it is hard to be faithful
to You completely
Your teachings don’t always suit
what we desire
If we follow Your words and Your
ways in totality
How can we prosper for
ourselves?
How can we ensure that people,
even if they don’t
respect us, fear us?
How can we continue to pick and
choose what to say and how we
say it?

How can we remain in our
positions of authority
How can we accumulate rings of
gold and robes of silk here on
earth for others to admire and
envy?
And Moses asked:
“Is this the way you repay the Lord,
you foolish and unwise people?
(Deuteronomy 32: 6a)
And we replied:
We did
But now that we see the affliction
upon us
We regret our choices
But now as we feel His wrath
We are sorry we didn’t pay better
attention
And we forgot that this would be
the cost!
We forgot that there would be
consequences!
Yes, we are consumed with
craving what others have
Yes, we covet their possessions
and their lifestyles
Yes, we battle each other to have
dominion
Yes, we kill because we can
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Yes, we have laid waste to Your
land: polluted your seas and air
and lands stripped everything
bare and made them barren
And now we feel the extremes of
heat and cold
We are beset by fires and floods
We have desecrated Your gifts
Because of our greed and
selfishness
And then we cried:
“We do not make requests of You
because we are righteous,
but because of Your great mercy.
Lord, listen! Lord, forgive!
Lord, hear and act!
For Your sake, my God, do not
delay
because Your city and Your people
bear Your Name.”
(Daniel 9:18b-19)
And then we took comfort in the
words of Paul:
“But God, being rich in mercy,
because of the great love with
which He loved us, even when we
were dead in our trespasses, made
us alive together with Christ—by
grace you have been saved—
For by grace you have been saved

LAKSHMI DANIEL JACOTA

through faith.
And this is not your own doing;
it is the gift of God, not a result
of works, so that no one may
boast.
For we are His workmanship,
created in Christ Jesus for
good works, which God
prepared beforehand, that we
should walk in them.
(Ephesians 2:4-5; 8-10)
But soon enough
We forgot
And paid no heed
To the Rain from Heaven …
Lakshmi is the daughter of Rev Harry
and Mrs Kiran Daniel. Rev Harry F J
Daniel was the first Indian Presbyter
of St Mark's Cathedral in 1961.
Lakshmi grew up running around the
compound with her brother Jairaj and
their dog, Bruno. She continued to
worship at St. Mark's while she was a
boarder at Bishop Cotton Girls' School,
and returns every time she visits
Bangalore. Lakshmi completed her
Doctorate at Oxford University and
now works as a political analyst,
researcher and writer in Hong Kong's
largest youth service organisation.
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REC (R DE CUNVILLE)

RAIN FROM HEAVEN
REC (R DE CUNVILLE)

Amidst the turmoil in my life The swirling thorns and dust and chaff
Trying to cling to my weary soul
I look up to the Heavens for that refreshing rain:
Rain to wipe away the sordid particles, drive them to the seas.
You had said we could command a mountain to the sea
But Lord, my strength is too frail for that.
I need Your rain from Heaven
The rain that gives water for life and ends all drought - Elijah
The rain that floods over weeds tearing them to shreds, annihilated –
Noah
The rain that makes buds to grow and flourish
The rain of righteousness dropping from clouds, as Isaiah proclaimed
The rain You shower in every season – Your faithfulness, as Joel wrote
The rain that does not come out of the soil below, but from the clouds
above
Pouring out Your power, compassion and love.

Shower, O heavens, from above, and let the clouds rain down righteousness; let the
earth open, that salvation and righteousness may bear fruit; let the earth cause them
both to sprout; I, the Lord have created it.

Isaiah 45:8
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GEORGE PHILIPS G

TRUE LOVE
GEORGE PHILIPS G

A man married a very beautiful girl.
After marriage, they were living
happily. The man admired her
beauty and loved her very much.
But after a few months, the wife
came to know that she was
suffering from a skin disease and
because of that gradually, she will
lose her beauty.
Knowing this, the wife started
thinking to herself, “What if I
become ugly, my husband would
start hating me … I won’t be able to
tolerate his hatred.”
Meanwhile, one day, her husband
had to go out of town for some
work. When he was returning
home after finishing his work, he
met with an accident. He lost both
his eyes in that accident.
In spite of all this, their married life
continued to progress normally.
Time passed and the wife
completely lost her beauty due to
her skin disease. She turned ugly
but her blind husband couldn’t see
it. So it didn’t affect their married
life. He kept on loving her like
always.
One day, the wife died. Now, the
husband was sad and alone. He

decided to leave that city.
He completed all the funeral rites
for his wife. Next day, when he was
about to leave, his neighbor saw
him and went to him and said,
“How will you be able to live
without the support of your wife?
You can’t see, and your wife was
always there for you, to support you
and help you, for many years. It
would be difficult for you.”
Husband replied, “Friend, I am not
blind. I was just pretending to be
blind. Because, when my wife
came to know about her disease, I
realised that she was bothered by
it, and scared.
If my wife had known that I could
see her ugliness, it would have hurt
her more than her illness. She was a
very good wife, and I just wanted to
keep her happy. That’s why, for all
these years, I pretended to be
blind.”
Moral: To be happy, sometimes,
we should close our eyes to the
shortcomings of each other.
“Greater love has no one than this:
to lay down one's life for one's
friends.” [John 15:13]
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MANOHAR DAVID

PARTICIPATING IN GOD’S
MISSION
MANOHAR DAVID

The grounds for Christian
Missionary
Endeavor,
is
based on what the Bible
teaches us about God’s Will.
If the Scripture tells us that
propagating God’s Mission is
His Will, we, as Christians are
called upon to obey Him.
God’s Blessings from heaven
rain down to us through our
active participation in our
love for God, and love for our
fellow
human
beings.
Blessings that spring from
the love and affection we
show to others - the same
love and affection that Jesus
shows us.
Love and affection make
themselves manifest through
preaching,
healing
and
teaching. A mission aimed at
nurturing people – body, mind
and spirit, (a dictum that
formed the core of Mother
Teresa’s mission in India – and
Dr Paul Brandt’s work among
lepers in Karigiri).

Enlightened
Christian
missionaries, like some of
those we have written about,
were sensitive to the physical,
emotional and social needs of
the environment in which
they carried out ‘God’s Work’.
They believed that Christian
institutions
afford
many
opportunities to show the
Christian spirit through service
to others. Christian institutions
in the field of medicine and
education therefore started
making their presence felt
throughout the country, in the
social, as well as in the
governmental environment
“Our mission to the world
extends
far
beyond
evangelism.
Medicine,
therefore, is part of God's
mission, whether any patient
or co-worker comes to faith or
not. So is education and
environmentalism,
and
cooking and cleaning, and
farming and family life. God
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cares not only about eternity
but about the welfare of his
creation now. And He calls us
to participate with him in that
care as generic human beings,
stewards of that creation, even
as he calls Christian people
also to our special work of
witnessing to, exemplifying,
and spreadinghis gospel light.”
- John G. Stackhouse, Jr.,
Sangwoo
Youtong
Chee
Professor of Theology and
Culture at Regent College.
I would, at this stage, like to
narrate a personal anecdote,
which would underline what
has been said in the previous
paragraphs. My father had
died of kidney failure, and I
was very sensitive to anyone
who
suffered
from
that
malady. One Sunday morning,
before going to church, I came
across a small advertisement
in the newspaper, of a poor
teacher, whose daughter was
suffering from kidney failure.
He did not have the money for
a transplant and was looking

MANOHAR DAVID

for help. I told my wife that I
was interested to find out
more about this case. In
church – coincidentally - the
padre talked about this
person. I met him. He turned
out to be the same person, I
read about. He was a
practising Christian, and his
wife was a staunch Hindu. I
got introduced to him and
was
impressed.
This
encouraged me to garner all
the resources at my disposal,
and make that ‘life-saving
operation’
possible.
The
nursing home was opposite
my residence, and we could
use it as a ‘base’ for the girl
and her family. The operation
was successful. The family was
happy.
Sometime later (I had shifted
towns by then), I met the
padre and he told me that the
wife had started believing in
Christ and had become an
active Christian. She told him
“that she wanted to become a
Christian, because of the
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Christian ‘way’ in which we
helped her daughter, in her
dire need’.
I have narrated an experience,
that is rather personal, purely
for the purpose of underlining
the
fact,
that
while
participating in God’s Mission,
we can change ‘minds’ and
change ‘hearts, not with our
tongues, but with our actions
and behavior. Actions and
behavior – love and kindness,
should be the crux of any
mission
that
propagates
Christ’s Mission.
We, as Christians, have always
to bear in mind, when we are
working with people, is that
we are doing “God’s Work”.
“God’s Work” as taught to us in
the Bible. God’s Work that tells
us to love our fellow man, just
as Jesus loved them. With this
love, which is in each of us, we
must
‘participate
in
His
Mission.
Keeping this in mind we, must
integrate
ourselves,
body,
mind and soul, with those

MANOHAR DAVID

whom we seek to help. This is
the common thread, that runs,
right through, what we have
covered so far. What better
way to illustrate this approach,
to Christian Mission, than to
conclude with a quote from
the introductory sentences of
Kathryn Spink’s book about
Mother Teresa. Her work
amongst the poorest of the
poor - destitute women, the
sick, the dying, the unwanted,
the sinner and the sinned
against - symbolised ‘Christian
Love’, in its entirety:
“God has saved us and called
us with a holy calling, not by
virtue of our works, but by
virtue of His own purpose and
the grace which He gave us in
Christ Jesus ages ago. – 2
Timothy 1:9
Our primary mission in life can
be summed up in :
LOVE
GOD,
LOVE
OUR
FELLOW MEN IN THOUGHT,
WORD AND DEED AND
SHARE THE BLESSINGS WE
HAVE RECEIVED.
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PRINCESS DAVID

SHE IS FEARFULLY AND
WONDERFULLY
MADE
PRINCESS DAVID

alluring character of a woman.
Deborah, a prophetess and a
judge
who
was
well
connected with the Lord gave
unbiased verdict.
Courage and leadership go
hand-in-hand
as
Esther
gathered her people, the Jews,
to thwart the evils of Amman.
‘She’, Esther asked her people
to pray and fast as she had to
get favour in the eyes of King
Ahasuerus for the deliverance
of his people.
Our former Prime Minister, Mrs
Indira Gandhi led our country
with courage and boldness.
Overcoming obstacles and
infirmities with using your
talents like Helen Keller and
Fanny Crosby. Though they
had lost their sight, they used
their talents and are famous
even now.
Our Mother Teresa, a ‘She’ full
of love and compassion for the
lepers and the downtrodden
is worshipped by a few.

As Diane Mariechild, a writer
says, “The woman (she) is a full
circle. She can create, nurture
and transform.”
The Lord God had to create
her fearfully and wonderfully
since she has to face the fierce
world and rise up victoriously.
‘She’ was created from a bone
which is a hard thing and not
from soil. Since she has to
protect her family as the bone
protects the inner organs
which are formed in the
womb of the mother, which is
a dark place though.
‘She’ has to be wise enough to
make wise decisions like
Abigail, who protected her
husband, Nabal (means fool)
from the wrath of King David.
‘She’ has to face all the
problems with a smile, while a
storm is brewing in her heart.
Hannah faced all the harsh
words spoken by Peninnah for
being barren.
Confidence is the most
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ANNA PHILIPOSE

SHE IS
FEARFULLY AND
WONDERFULLY
MADE

A ‘She’ can also destroy the
evil, like Jael who nailed Sisera
to death, who exploited the
people.
In all, a ‘she’ is an epitome of
love, joy, compassion, brave,
courageous,
outspoken,
confident, wise and merciful
who fights all her battles on
her knees and emerges
victoriously.
“A woman (“She”) is a shaper of
lives.”

ANNA PHILIPOSE

In Psalm 139, v.14, the verse
reads, ‘We are fearfully and
wonderfully
made’.
A
description of the creation of
an individual in secret, in the
mother’s womb, where the
limbs and every cell is created
in that baby , is poetically
described in the whole of
Psalm 139.
When life sends us challenges,
disappointments, unexpected
anger and hatred, from family
and friends, we need to revert
to this psalm, and recognise
our own worth. We are the
precious to the Lord for he has
created us fearfully (meaning
with reverence and love) and
wonderfully in His own Image.
Woman,
sister,
friend,
remember
that
you
are
created with your unique

Be glad, O children of Zion, and rejoice in
the Lord your God, for He has given the
early rain for your vindication; He has
poured down for you abundant rain, the
early and the latter rain, as before.
Joel 2:23
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Crossword
Quotes

1

2

3

4
5

6

7

8

9

10

Across
3. Am I my brother's
5. The Lord is my
8. To everything there is a
9. I am the Alpha and the
10. He makes beauty out of

Down
1. Can it change it's spots
2. Goes before destruction
4. Many are called but few are
6. Blessed are the
7. Love the Lord your God with all your

- contributed by Asha Elisha
Answers on Page 78

73

Word Play
1

S

2

X

3

O

4

Y

5

Z

6

I

7

M

8

R

9

E

Each number represents a letter of the alphabet.
Substitute the correct letter for each number to solve
the coded words.

1. 22-8-6-9-16-26-1
________________________________________
2. 7-17-1-19-9-8
________________________________________

10 H
11

B

12 W
13

C

14

V

15

J

16 N
17

A

18

U

19

T

20 G
21

P

22

F

23

K

24

L

3. 24-3-14-9
________________________________________
4. 1-9-8-14-17-16-19
________________________________________
5. 3-11-9-4
________________________________________

25 Q

6. 24-6-22-9
________________________________________

26 D

Answers on Page 14

- contributed by Anu Elisha
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Psalm 23 - Crossword
1

Across
3. The shepherd
anoints with
_____
4. The Lord is my
Shepherd; I shall
not _____
5. Who in the
New Testament
claims to be The
Good Shepherd?
8. Sometimes sheep
will wander off
the _____
9. As long as you are
walking with Jesus,
you should not
______ evil.

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

Down
1. Surely ______ and mercy shall follow me
2. The book of Psalms is found in the ___ Testament
6. The Good Shepherd prepares a table in the
presence of the _______
7. The Sheperd guards with his rod and ______

- contributed by Anu Elisha

Answers on Page 78
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Quiz

Prepared by Dr. Elizabeth Leelavathi Manasseh

The Family that enjoys Bible Quiz and Singing together, stays together!
A. Answer the following

1.
2.

Where do we find the Book of Isaiah in the Bible?
Which Book comes before and after the Book of
Isaiah?
3. How many chapters are there in the Book of Isaiah?
4. Who wrote the Book of Isaiah?
5. Where and when did Prophet Isaiah live?
6. What was the name of Northern Kingdom of Israel?
7. What was the name of Southern Kingdom of Israel?>
8. What was the real threat to the Nation of Judah
according to Prophet Isaiah?
9. What was Prophet Isaiah’s wife known as and how
many children did they have?
10. What was the name of their elder son, and its
meaning? What was the name of their younger son,
and its meaning?

Answers on Page 92

B. Fill in the blanks

1.
For a child has been born for us, a son is given to us;
authority_____Upon ____ __________ and he is named
_____________ _____________, ____________ _____,
_______________ _________, _______of Peace. (Isaiah 9:6)
2.
Sing to the Lord __ ____ ____, ____ ______ from the
end of the _______! Let the ____ roar and all that fills it,
the ___________ and their _____________ (Isaiah 42:10)
3. Arise, shine, for _____ _______ has come, and the
________ of the LORD has ______ upon you. (Isaiah 60:1)
Answers on Page 87
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Quiz

Prepared by Dr. Elizabeth Leelavathi Manasseh

C. True or False
1. Prophet Isaiah was the son of Amoz.
2. Prophet Isaiah’s Ministry spanned over during the
time when King Uzziah, King Jotham, King Ahaz and
King Hezekiah reigned Judah.
3. Prophet Isaiah gave King Uzziah, the sign of
Immanuel
4. Isaiah 9:6, refers to Jesus Christ, the Messiah.
5. Isaiah 13 talks about Proclamation against Babylon
6. An Oracle concerning Ethiopia is in Isaiah 18
7. Isaiah 16 talks about an Oracle concerning
Damascus
8. Isaiah 40 assures how God’s people are comforted
by God
9. Isaiah 59 says that Injustice and Corruption will not
be punished by God.
10. Isaiah 66 is the last chapter and it covers the
Worship God Demands from God’s People.
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13. Sponge

12. Fire

DOWN
1.LEOPARD
2.PRIDE
4. CHOSEN
6.PEACEMAKERS
7.HEART

Down
1. GOODNESS
2. OLD
6. ENEMY
7. STAFF

ACROSS
3. KEEPER
5. SHEPHERD
8. SEASON
9. OMEGA
10.CHAOS

Quotes (Page 74)

step

on the first

11. He was only

not bricks.

glass or plastic,

is made of

9. 2nd place

house

one-story

8. No stairs in a

7. Car door

walking

6. He is

5. Your name

4. Few

3. Hold its nose

2. Heart

1. Eye

Across
3. OIL
4. WANT
5. JESUS
8. FARM
9. FEAR

Psalm 23 (Page 76)

10. Greenhouse

Answers on Page 41

ANSWERS
Riddles (Page 79)

Riddles

Contributed by Abigail Sheila

1. I have three letters. I read the same forward and backward. And,
I know you’ll get the answer, I know you’ll see. It’s a word that is
important to you and me. What word am I?
2. It is not in your tummy but somewhere above. It is thought by
many to be the symbol of love. What am I?
3. What is the best way to keep a skunk from smelling?
4. I know a word of letters three, add two and less there will be.
5. What belongs to you, but other people use it more than you?
6. A truck driver is going opposite traffic on a one-way street. A
police officer sees him but doesn’t stop him. Why didn’t the police
officer stop him?
7. A man in a car saw a Golden Door, Silver Door, and a Bronze
Door. What door did he open first?
8. There’s a pink man in a one-story pink house. Everything in the
house is pink. What color are the stairs?
9. If you are running in a race and pass the person in 2nd place,
what position are you in?
10. There is a pink house made of bricks, a blue house made of
bricks, an orange house made of bricks. What color bricks is a
greenhouse made of?
11. A boy fell off a 100-foot ladder. But he did not get hurt. Why
not?
12. If you feed me, I live. If you water me, I die. What am I?
13. What is full of holes but still holds water?
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NATIONAL ISSUES &
ECUMENICAL RELATIONS
A meaningful
program to commemorate the 14th
Anniversary of Kandhamal persecution was organised on 3rd
September2022 . The National Issues & Ecumenical Relations
Committee of St Mark’s Cathedral and the Minority Rights and
Political Concerns Department of Karnataka Central Diocese
jointly organised the event.
The event was held at 5 pm, on 3rd September, in St Mark’s
Cathedral auditorium, and was well attended by over 150
participants drawn from various churches across the
Karnataka Central Diocese.
The event highlighted the actual situation in Kandhamal; how
and why the bloodshed happened, leading to serious violence
and imprisonment of 7 innocent Christians.
The event commenced with the opening prayer by Rev
Thabitha Joseph, seeking continued God’s grace upon the
innocent victims of Kandhamal.
The Welcome Address was rendered by Mr. M Jebakumar,
Convener of the National Issues & Ecumenical Relations
Committee of St Mark’s Cathedral.
Rt Rev Dr Prasanna Kumar Samuel, The Bishop of Karnataka
Central Diocese, delivered the presidential address. He
highlighted the commitment and dedication of the Christians
in Kandhamal, and commended their perseverance and
endurance even during the times of crisis.
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Mrs Christy Joseph, Secretary, St Mark’s Cathedral, introduced
Mr. Anto Akkara, journalist and author, who is advocating the
cause of the victims of Kandhamal.
Mr Anto Akkara, the main speaker of the event, who is
functioning as a one man army and facing even now,
innumerable challenges, shared his powerful story. The
events where dozens of Christians were killed. More than 300
churches and 6000 houses were vandalised, with violence
resulting in more than 56000 innocent Christians becoming
homeless.
He highlighted the heroic witness of the Kandhamal jungles,
and how the valiant Christians of Kandhamal have braved the
challenges and today, the catastrophe has turned into good
news to inspire fellow Christians across the country, and the
world at large.
Mr Anto Akkara has authored and published two books with
the true witnesses and their real life stories, entitled “Early
Christians of 21st Century” and an investigative book “Who
killed Swami Lakshmananda?” The books are now available in
St Mark’s Cathedral, and can be purchased by interested
individuals.
The speech raised lot of questions by the participants, who
actively got involved in the Q & A session that followed,
during the event.
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The organisers of both committees felicitated the speaker and
dignitaries present.
Rev Rachel Sudharshan rendered the Vote of Thanks,
acknowledging the contributions by all concerned, for
organising the event.
Mr David Pichamuthu, former Secretary and Convener of the
National issues Committee was instrumental in organising the
Speaker, and he compered the entire program very well.
The program ended with a closing prayer by Rev Solomon
Devakumar, Asst Presbyter, followed by the Benediction by
Rev Dr Vincent Vinodkumar, Presbyter of St. Mark’s
Cathedral. More than 150 participants present committed to
spread the good news from Kandhamal to the wider Christian
community and society, across the nation.
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“Let no man despise your youth; but you be an example to
them that believe, in word, in manner of life, in love, in faith,
in purity” (1 Tim. 4:12).
The Youth can be quite impetuous and sometimes a bit silly;
they are, nonetheless, a wonderful resource in the kingdom of
heaven.
The fact is, the Bible is filled with examples of how God has
used younger people in some of the most vital roles in the
unfolding of His marvelous plan of redemption.
We are very grateful for the way that God has been using us
for His ministry. We pray and believe that God will continue
to use us in His work.
Participations:
We serve in church on every 4th Sunday. Serving in church
allows us to experience God's presence in new ways. The
Healing Service which falls on the 2nd Sunday of every month
is where the Youth singing team leads worship, giving of our
entire self, our thoughts and our emotions, to God's use.
On 15th of May, our church held a Civil Area Youth Meet. Our
Youth worship team led the congregation into a time of praise
and worship.
Our sports team has been extremely active this past couple of
months.
They first participated in two Football tournaments; the first
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was organised by Wesley Tamil Church on 20th of August,
and reached the quarter finals. The second was organised by
St Paul’s Church on 1st of June.
They participated in the cricket tournament which took place
on the 8th of July
Finally came the most anticipated tournament of every year,
which is the Fireball tournament organised by St John’s
Church. The results were:
Basketball Girls Team won the finals and secured the first
place.
Basketball Boys A Team went upto the finals and secured the
Runner’s Up place.
Basketball Boys B team won two matches.
Outreach:
Looking beyond ourselves to the people around us and sharing
the love of Christ as we serve and connect with our
community.
This has been taken up by us with a sense of responsibility
and commitment.
On 19th of March, we visited Arpana Special School and
handed out provisions.
And on the 26th of March we visited Liza’s Home for a time of
fellowship. It was an amazing experience. We lead the Praise
and Worship with a few action songs, which they loved. Liza’s
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Home also presented us with a beautiful song. This got us all
looking forward to the next time we visit them.
Sessions:
Every Sunday, in the Youth, we have sessions planned
according to the themes which are decided by us, and the
speakers we invite.
Some of the topics we have discussed are ‘Social Media’ and its
addiction, ‘Prayer’, ‘Facing the Goliath’ and ‘Festival of Love’.
The sessions planned and the topics selected are according to
the practical scenarios we, as Christian Youth face in today’s
world. This helps us to wade through the tough situations
with a bit of ease and wisdom.
Celebrations:
This year, we celebrated Father’s Day with a bit of personal
touch. After a lovely session for the fathers, the Youth
organised a potluck lunch, which was prepared by them. Our
fathers had a wonderful time of fellowship lunch and.
On the 6th of May, we celebrated Mother’s Day, which began
with a meaningful session lead by Rev. Sushana. This was
followed by a time of prayer and short testimonials of every
mother, testified by their children.
On the 30th of April, Messiah Church had organised a Youth
Retreat, which we attended. It was a prayerful experience,
with a good time of fellowship.
We will continue to participate and be actively involved in
God’s ministry and seek His support in everything. We hope to
continue through faith and lead by actions.
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Bible Verses
Rain is referred to as a blessing after a drought, a symbol
of God's love and teachings to spread over the world, and
even as a flood to wash away the sins of a corrupt world!
Here are some verses regarding rain, water, and His
provision.

Yet He did not leave Himself without witness, for He did good by giving you rains
from heaven and fruitful seasons, satisfying your hearts with food and gladness.

Acts 14:17

I also withheld the rain from you when there were yet three months to the harvest;
I would send rain on one city, and send no rain on another city; one field would
have rain, and the field on which it did not rain would wither.

Amos 4:7

So Moses went out of the city from Pharaoh and stretched out his hands to the
Lord, and the thunder and the hail ceased, and the rain no longer poured upon the
earth.

Exodus 9:33

Therefore the showers have been withheld, and the spring rain has not come; yet
you have the forehead of a whore; you refuse to be ashamed.

Jeremiah 3:3

Bible Verses
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But the people are many, and it is a time of heavy rain; we cannot stand in the
open. Nor is this a task for one day or for two, for we have greatly transgressed
in this matter.

Ezra 10:13

Sow for yourselves righteousness; reap steadfast love; break up your fallow
ground, for it is the time to seek the Lord, that He may come and rain righteousness
upon you.

Hosea 10:12

For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven and do not return there but
water the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and
bread to the eater.

Isaiah 55:10

So that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven. For He makes his sun
rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust.

Matthew 5:45

- contributed by Grace Vinaya Vinodkumar
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Humour
1.
For a child has been born for us, a son is given to us;
authority rests Upon His shoulders and he is named
Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father,
Prince of Peace. (Isaiah 9:6)
2. Sing to the Lord a new song, His praise from the end
of the earth! Let the sea roar and all that fills it, the
coastlands and their inhabitants (Isaiah 42:10)
3. Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of
the LORD has risen upon you. (Isaiah 60:1)
Answers to Fill in the blanks (Page 76)
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It came to the presbyter’s ear that his organist was in the
habit of visiting a pub for a quick one, after playing the
organ at eventide.
He made a point of speaking to the young man about it.
His stern approach met with the most unexpectedly apt
quotation from one of the presbyter’s sermons.
"It's like this," said the organist," I thirst after
righteousness".

- contributed by Renuka Vijay

One Sunday morning, the pastor noticed little Alex
staring up at the large plaque that hung in the foyer of
the church.
The plaque was covered with names, and small
American flags were mounted on either side of it. The
seven year-old had been staring at the plaque for some
time, so the pastor walked up, stood beside him and said
quietly, “Good morning, Alex.”
Good morning, Pastor,” replied the young man, still
focused on the plaque.
“Pastor McGhee, what is this?” Alex asked.
“Well, son, it’s a memorial to all the men and women
who have died in the service.”
Soberly, they stood together, staring at the large plaque.
Little Alex’s voice was barely audible when he finally
managed to ask, “Which one, the 9:00 am or 11:00 am
service?”

- contributed by David Pichamuthu
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Dear Monsoon,
Please don't be so romantic.
We do not have girlfriends who will wear chiffon sarees
and dance in the rains.
We only have wives who will make us run to the terrace
and bring in clothes hung out for drying...
-All married men
The female version of ‘Monsoon Message’ :
Dear Monsoon ...
Please don't be so romantic.
We do not have cool boyfriends who will take us on a
romantic ride.
We have husbands who will ask us to go into the kitchen
and prepare tea and Pakodas.
-All wives

A chemist walks into his shop to find a man leaning
against the wall.
Chemist: What's wrong with him?
Assistant: He came in for some cough syrup. I couldn't
find any, so I sold him a bottle of laxatives instead.
Chemist: What! You can't treat a cough with laxatives.
Assistant: Of course you can. Look at him - he's far too
scared to cough now.

- contributed by David Pichamuthu
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Father O'Malley rose from his bed one morning. It was a
fine spring day in his new parish. He walked to the
window of his bedroom to get a deep breath of the
beautiful day outside. He then noticed there was . . . a
donkey lying dead in the middle of his front lawn. He
promptly called the local police station.
The conversation went like this:
"Good morning. This is Sergeant Jones. How might I help
you?"
"And the best of the day to yerself. This is Father O'Malley
at St. Ann's Catholic Church. There's a donkey lying dead
in me front lawn and would ye be so kind as to send a
couple o' yer lads to take care of the matter?"
Sergeant Jones, considering himself to be quite a wit
and recognizing the Irish accent, thought he would have
a little fun with the good father, replied, "Well now
Father, it was always my impression that you people took
care of the last rites!"
There was dead silence on the line for a moment . . . . . . .
Father O'Malley then replied:
"Aye,' tis certainly true; but we are also obliged to notify
the next of kin first, which is the reason for my call.

- contributed by David Pichamuthu
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This happened in Khandala Ghat near Lonavala during the
last monsoon:
A guy was driving from Bombay to Pune and decided not to
take the new expressway as he wanted to see the scenery
along the old road.
When he reached the mountains his car broke down - he was
stranded miles from nowhere.
Having no choice he started walking on the side of the road,
hoping to get a lift to the nearest town. It was dark and rainy.
And pretty soon he got wet and Shivering. The night rolled on
and no car passed by.
Suddenly, he saw a car coming towards him. It slowed and
then stopped next to him - without thinking the guy opened
the door and jumped in. Seated in the back, he leaned
forward to thank the person who had saved him.
He realized there was nobody behind the wheel!!! Even
though there was no one in the front seat and no sound of
any engine, the car startd moving slowly. The guy looked at
the road ahead and saw a curve coming. Scared almost to
death he
started to pray, begging the Lord for his life.
He hadn't come out of shock, when just before he hit the
curve, a hand appeared through the window and moves the
wheel! The car made the curve safely and continued on the
road to the next bend. The guy, now paralyzed in terror,
watched how the hand appeared every time before a curve
and moved the steering wheel just enough to get the car
around each bend.

Humour
91

Humour

Finally, the guy saw lights ahead. Gathering his courage he
wrenched open the door of the silent, slowly moving
car,scrambled out and ran as hard as he could towards the
lights. It was a small town. He stumbled into a restaurant, and
asked for a drink, and broke down. Then he started talking
about the horrible experience he'd just been through.
There was dead silence in the restaurant when he stopped
talking ...
... and that's when Santa and Banta Singh walked into the
restaurant. Santa pointed and said: 'Look Banta - that's the
idiot who got into our car when we were pushing it.'

- contributed by David Pichamuthu

Answers to Questions (Page 76)
1. In the Old Testament
2. Song of Songs/Solomon and The Book of Jeremiah
3. 66 Chapters
4. The major/great Prophet Isaiah
5.
Prophet Isaiah lived in Jerusalem in the latter half of the 8th
century BC.
6. Israel
7. Judah
8.
People’s own sin and disobedience to God as well as their lack
of trust in God.
9. Prophetess. They had two sons.
10. The name of their elder son: Shear-jashub, meaning ‘a remnant
shall return’. The name of their younger son: Maher –Shalal-HashBaz, meaning ‘quickly to spoils, plunder speedily’.
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A RAINY DAY & SNACKS

Mangalorean Protestant Jackfruit Leaf Snack

contributed by Anu Elisha
The rains in Mangalore are quite a different story altogether.
A heavy downpour would greet us in the morning, steadily
continuing, sometimes for days on end. The vegetation of our
compound and neighbourhood became green and lush. Ma
would hand me my umbrella, with a warning to come straight
home after school. “Don’t play in the water” she would sternly
say. The journey back from school was always a merry one,
involving much splashing and wading in water. The winding
hilly roads that went up and down created mini waterfalls and
pools which were like a magnet to me. Wild Cape Gooseberries
sprang up in clumps along the way during these months, and
displayed ripe berries in a tempting array of yellow and
orange. After an hour or more of playing in the water and
plucking berries, I would reach home soaked to the skin. Ma
would be waiting for me at the door (with a cane!).
The mission compound where I grew up, especially the KACES
campus was full of exciting places to play in ~ the patch of
teak trees where the fallen leaves crunched under our feet, the
flowering bushes near Shanthi Cathedral filled with beautiful
butterflies, the coconut grove where we sometimes found fallen
tender coconuts, to name a few. Of course, I got into mischief
many a time, which gave Ma the perfect opportunity to
practice her badminton skills (she was a champion in her
youth). The stinging cuts she served with unerring aim made a
perfect landing on my legs making me hop about like a rabbit.
The monsoon also brought with it a set of delicious snacks. Tea
time was at 4:00 PM sharp. I would turn up on the dot, eager
to see what Ma had made for us. Pathrade, Gatti, Garige,
Cauliflower Bajji and many more Mangalorean snacks found
their way to my plate, and were polished off in record
time.One of my favourites was CHILMI, made of ground rice,
stuffed with grated coconut and jaggery. I would pester Ma to
make it for tea, and was always ready to climb up the nearest
jackfruit tree and pluck the leaves required for steaming this
delicacy. Today, I would lie to share this recipe with you.
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CHILMI

METHOD
Rice Paste:
Mix the rice flour, salt and
water in a large bowl to a soft
consistency, adding the water
a little at a time. Cover with a
clean cloth and rest 10
minute,s till required.
Filling:
¾ cup freshly grated coconut
Jaggery powder to taste
1/2 tsp cardamom powder
Mix together and keep ready.
Jackfruit Leaf Cones:
Wash the jackfruit leaves in
salted water and pat dry with
kitchen paper/towel. Hold a
leaf horizontally in your palm
with the smooth side facing
up. Fold both ends towards
the centre, forming a cone.
Secure the edge using cut
toothpicks. Repeat till all
leaves are done.
Putting it together:
Divide the dough into lime
sized portions. Take one
potion and gently press into
the insides of the leaf cone to
form a thin layer. Dip your
fingers in a little water to
spread it evenly. Next, take a
heaped teaspoon of the filling,
and stuff it into the cone.
Cover with a thin circular
portion of the dough and
gently press down to seal.
Repeat till all the dough and
filling have been used up.

Mangalorean Protestant Jackfruit
Leaf Snack

contributed by Anu Elisha

INGREDIENTS
For the Covering
1 cup roasted rice flour
¼ tsp salt
½ cup warm water
(more or less)
Some water
Ghee for serving
10 Jackfruit leaf cones
Bring some water to a boil in
an idli steamer. Line a round
dish with banana leaves and
arrange the cones in that.
Place in the steamer. Steam
for 20-25 minutes on high
flame. Cool for 10 minutes.
Serve with a drizzle of hot,
melted ghee. Enjoy 😊
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Malaysian Lemon
Grass Rice

METHOD
Heat ghee and olive oil in
a non-stick pan.
Sauté the spices, onions or
shallots, spring onions,
ginger, galangal and
lemon grass until onions
are glazed.
Add the rice and gently
stir fry till grains are
glazed.
Transfer to rice cooker
and add the water, milk
and salt to taste.
Adjust the settings.
When the rice is cooked
the light will go off.
Fluff up and cool for a
few minutes to let the
steam escape.
Remove the lemon grass,
spices and galangal.
Serve hot garnished with
coriander leaves and fried
onions.
For Garnish:
Fried shallots and a handful
of coriander leaves
NB:
Actually, shallots are used for
this recipe. I wanted to make
it and preferred to use the
ordinary onions.
Galangal is a fragrant ginger
that I love to use in my
cooking.

Nasi Beringin

contributed by Ruth Isaac

INGREDIENTS
1 cup basmathi rice,
washed and drained;
1 cup low fat milk or
evaporated milk;
1 cup warm water;
1/2 inch piece ginger,
minced;
1 inch of galangal, sliced
- this is optional;
5 stalks lemon grass use only the white part
– slice each stalk into
two;
2 medium onions sliced;
a few spring onions, cut
fine;
1 stick cinnamon;
3 cloves;
3 cardamoms;
1 star anise;
1 tsp ghee;
1 tbsp olive oil;
salt to taste.

Nasi Beringin is a traditional food, a rice dish, in Johor, Malaysia. It
used to be served to Johor royalties in the late 1890s; the Sultans
would have this fragrant dish especially when guests were invited to
dine in the palace. Usually people eat it with acar (pickle), chicken
curry, sambal and hard-boiled egg.
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Corn Pudding

contributed by Asha Elisha

I love Corn in any form. On-the-cob boiled or
roasted, in salads, batter-fried, in curries, even
vadas …you name it, I’ve tried it. Not as much as our
cat, Calico, though. She can smell Corn a mile away,
and is the first at the table to get her share of it.
She has absolutely no qualms about stepping right
into my plate and pushing me out of the way while
she polishes off her favourite food!
This time, I tried out Corn Pudding, a simple, Native
American
dish,
frequently
associated
with
Thanksgiving. Also known as ‘Hoppy Glop’ or
‘Spoonbread’, it is a creamy side dish made with
fresh, sweet corn off-the-cob, creamed corn, butter,
milk, and sweet or savoury seasonings. As the
ingredients bake, the starches from the corn thicken
the mixture into a custard-like pudding.
Corn pudding originated in the American South and
dates back to the 17th century, when settlers were
introduced to corn and cornmeal by the native
Americans, and referred to it as Indian corn, or
‘flint’. In fact, corn was on the table at the first
Thanksgiving dinner, and continues to be a staple of
the holiday today. Edward Winslow, one of the
founders of Plymouth Colony, wrote that the spring
before Thanksgiving, the settlers planted 20 acres of
Indian corn.
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METHOD

Corn Pudding

contributed by Asha Elisha

In a dish, melt the butter
on medium heat.
Add the onions and
season with salt and
pepper.
Cook 5 min., stirring
often.
Transfer onion mixture
to a large bowl and cool
slightly.

INGREDIENTS
½ cup butter
½ cup diced onions
⅔ cup milk
1 (14 oz) can creamed
corn
1 cup light sour cream (I
used yoghurt)
1 tbsp sugar (optional)
2 large eggs
1 cup flour
2 teaspoons baking
powder
2 cups fresh corn
kernels (or frozen)
½ cup shredded cheese (I
used Amul)
3-4 jalapenos chopped
fine (optional)
Salt and pepper to taste

To the onion mixture, stir
in the milk, creamed corn,
sour cream/yoghurt, and
sugar.
Whisk in the eggs, one at
a time.
Add the flour and stir
until combined.
Fold in the corn kernels.
Transfer to a baking dish
and top with the cheese.
You can either add the
jalapenos
into
the
mixture or use as topping.
Bake 40–45 min. in a
preheated oven at 180°C,
until
set
(inserted
toothpick comes clean).
Serve warm.
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Go Bananas

contributed by Susheela David
“Go Bananas” may mean becoming very angry or excited, let’s take it as
getting very excited, and move straight to Bananas. And Banana Bread.
I love baking loaves of these, especially for my favourite Charities. Bet you’d
want to know what makes it so lovable! What’s exciting?
The aroma of the spices, the fragrance of Cinnamon that fills my home
when the process is on, full swing is uplifting, reminding me of God’s
presence - cannot be seen, but all pervading.
It has a pinch of salt, but that little pinch makes a big difference to the
taste of the whole loaf, reminding me that with my actions, I can make a
difference without being seen, even if it’s a small gesture, or many small
gestures of many people. So many of our institutions have groups of
women who work quietly behind the scenes to raise funds, visit prisons and
hospitals, like our Women’s Fellowship. I once bought a recipe book from a
white elephant stall for just 50 paisa, and it had the recipe of a date cake
that has been made many times for fund raising initiatives, and for my
family too.
The eggs and sugar and oil get frantically beaten up at high speed,
churned up and the flour gets added, so much like life’s journey, and to
make it worse, there’s a hot oven not helping at all. But there’s baking soda
that makes it rise above all these trials like the blessings we may, or may
not foresee, but in the baptism by fire that the bread goes through, this
gooey, unattractive mass in the end gets transformed into a desirable and
tempting cake. I have been baking this for many years, and had someone
coming when it was all sold out, asking if I had at least the end slice, or
crumbs! God’s grace wraps it all up beautifully in the end.
All the lumps, the dry and liquid ingredients get churned around, and
finally, blend together. This reminds me of the people we interact with in
this process, for instance, our family, the House group Convenor, and other
members from our house group, as we plan and organise the sale, and all
the people who come to buy our cakes, an enriching experience when we all
come together for a great cause. Did you know that Volunteering benefits
the body, soul and mind?
The tastiest Banana Bread is made out of over-ripe bananas that the fruit
vendor almost discards. The bread turns out sweeter, and the colour, rich
and brown. You can imagine here how God uses what the world thinks is
bad, or useless to make into the cornerstone.
The apple crumble topping that sits on it has a lot of sugar. I think of the
little children who come looking to buy something very sweet, so I add lots
of sugar. I am reminded here of Jesus and His love for little children.
I pray for all those who will relish it, I slice the cake generously, and wrap it
in love, sharing the blessings I have bountifully received. Sharing doubles
the joy!
Gesham is a Jewish prayer request for rain and an affirmation of God’s
control over the seasons. I am “Going Bananas” over the many different
ways God is revealing and affirming His presence in the seasons of my life!
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Go Bananas

METHOD
Sift dry ingredients –
refined flour salt, baking
soda and cinnamon
powder 3 times.
Beat oil, eggs and sugar.
Fold in dry and wet
ingredient,
add
the
mashed bananas, vanilla
essence
and
rum
(optional).
Grease a cake pan, dust it
with flour, and then pour
this batter into the pan.
Sprinkle the topping if
you like at this stage.
In a pre-warmed oven,
bake till done or if a
toothpick inserted comes
out clean.
You can start checking
when you get the
fragrance of cinnamon.
Generally gets done in 40
minutes on medium
setting (160-180 degrees
Centrigrade).
Topping (optional)
Make a dry bread crumb-like
mix out of 1 cup sugar, ¼
teaspoon
of
ground
cinnamon, 2 tablespoons of
maida, and 1 tablespoon of
butter. Sprinkle this on the
cake before you place it in the
oven.

contributed by Susheela David

INGREDIENTS
½ cup oil
1 cup sugar
2 cups refined flour
(maida)
2 eggs
1 teaspoon baking soda
A pinch of salt
3 ripe bananas large or 5
small ones
½ teaspoon vanilla
essence
¼ cup rum (optional)
½ teaspoon ground
cinnamon powder
Tips
Buy bananas if not over-ripe,
then let them get over-ripe.
Mash and store in the freezer
and thaw before use,
bringing
it
to
room
temperature. This will save
prep time.
Baking in a loaf pan makes it
easier to slice and serve.
It can be tightly wrapped in
cling film and kept in the
fridge for at least 10 days.
Zap it for a few seconds in
the microwave after slicing it
before you serve, or bring it
out of the fridge to room
temperature.
Double or triple the recipe to
get a big batch if your oven is
large.
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Church Round Up

Baptisms

Weddings

Rehaan Chandy John

Paul Samuel & Sharon

Natalia Anna Joshua

Solomon

Neiil Harsha

Mahim Kamath & Shebna J

Jake Anderson P.

Prakash

Nicole Ninan Koshie
Theo Sankey Samuel Palliath
Aiden Nehemiah
R. Adhvith Rowan

Obituaries

Angelina Karol

Ms. Sharon Jennifer Ponniah

Arvind Kumar

Cdr A. K. George

Ethan Paul S. V.

Dr. Doris C. Jesudas

Asher Levin

Mrs. Rashmi Alice Absolom

Avishai Kairos Sanandam

Mrs. Evelyn Tharangan

Raeya Mariam Thomas

Mrs. Kamala Franklin

Ryan Edward Baynes

Mrs. Joyce Esther Theodore
Mr. Prakash Stephen D.
Ms. Dorothy Hope Lawrence
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Stained glass windows at our Cathedral. Read more
about their history in this edition of Remarkable!
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